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CATHOLICOS OF YEREVAN VISITS PéRIS 
Beirut ZARTONK in Armenian 7 Jun 83 p 2 


[Article, published under the heading "Correspondence; by T.: "The Paris Visit 
of the All-Armenian Catholicos") 


[Text] As we had previously reported, His Holiness Vazken I, Supreme Patriarch 
and Catholicos of All Armenians, arrived at the Paris Charles deGaulle Airport 
on 17 May 1983, at 5 in the evening, where he was met by an enthusiastic of- 
ficial reception committee, in spite of the fact that the visit was of a semi- 
official nature. 


The following persons met His Holiness at the airport: the Honorable Archbishop 
Serobe Manoukian, Primate of Paris and Patriarchal Envoy, the Ecclesiastical 
Choir of Paris, representatives of national organizations and bodies, and an 
enthusiastic crowd of the religious faithful. Official guests included 
Archimandrite Nerko, representative of the Russian Patriarchate, the secretary of 
the Soviet Embassy in Paris; H. Rafael Antonian, director of the Murat Samvel 
School, members of the press, etc. 


Since Chancellor Nerses Bishop Bozabalian of the Mother See had returned 
directly to Etchmiadzin from London, His Holiness was accompanied only by 
crosier-bearer Stepanos Vartaped Chakarian. 


Words of greeting were pronounced by Patriarchal Envoy Serobe Manoukian, who 
stressed that the Parisian Armenian community was most pleased about the visit 
by His Holiness. "We are happy to receive His Holiness," he said, "seeing in 
the person of His Holiness our Holy Etchmiadzin and Homeland." 


His Holiness then spoke, expressing his surprise at seeing such a crowd at the 
airport, since his visit was of a semiofficial nature. "I am stopping off in 
Paris on my return to Holy Etchmiadzin," he said. 


His Holiness then spoke about his official visit to England. "This," His 
Holiness stated, "was my sixth visit. I stayed there 11 days and met with an 
enthusiastic reception. There were also many new developments, the most im- 
portant of which was an increase in the number of Persian Armenians in the 
L.ndon Armenian community." 














His Holiness noted that ne was very pleased with the meetings he had had with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. Warm words were exchanged, and he stated with 
gratification that the fraternal relationship between the Christian churches 
has been steadily growing stronger. 


His Holiness also noted that a once-a-week school had been established in 
London, where once a week Armenian is taught to approximately 200 pupils. 
Future plans call for it to develop into a regular daily-session school, with 
classes taught in both Western and Eastern Armenian. 


x * & 


On Sunday, 22 May, on the occasion of the Pentecostal Holiday, crosier-bearer 
T. Stepanos Vartabed Chakarian said mass at the Armenian Church in Paris, with 
His Holinese in attendance. Following the mass there was a kissing of hands at 
the residence of the prelate, which was followed by a banquet organized by the 
women's committee of the church. 


The following Sunday, 29 May, His Holiness said mass and presented a sermon. 
On the preceding Tuesday there had been a ceremony at which the Minister of 
State for Interior and Decentralization, Gaston Defferre, had conferred 

the order of Knight of the Legion of Honor, also attended by His Holiness, who 
spoke at that ceremony, about which we have already reported in detail. 


8817 
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ALGERIA 


GOALS, GUIDELINES OF NEW PRICE POLICY DESCRIBED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 16 Jun 83 p 2 
[Article by Faycal Benmed jahed] 


[Text] Since the beginning of the year, in accordance with the guidelines of 
the new price system, the prices on various products have been increased. 
Other adjustments can be foreseen. These official price increases pertain ex- 
clusively, for the time being, to products deemed to be luxury goods or of 
secondary importance, and will have no major impact on citizens’ average in- 
come. 


In fact, “the economic price truth,” the guideline for the new price policy, 
should not be of excessive concern to consumers, according to officials in- 
volved, because the prices of heavily consumed products will continue to have 
state support, either by means of compensation or by means of price supports 
for products of primary necessary. What has changed in this sector is that 
this support will take effect outside the production sphere, and also "fixed 
prices” over excessively long periods will no longer exist. 


The old price system which gave impetus to economic and social development in 
the early years of its implementation was on the other hand incapable, as the 
years went on, of reacting effectively to disturbances in costs and prices. It 
is regarded today as outdated, to a great extent. A new price policy was 
established beginning at the end of 1982. 


It has already resulted in various price increases since the beginning of 1983, 
affecting transport tickets, lubricants and energy products, detergents, 
tobacco and matches, butter, etc. These increases inevitably gave rise to a 
number of questions, and sometimes fears on the part of citizens who were often 
inadequately informed. 


But what, then, are the goals of the new system? Basically, prices which can 
be used rationally as “the tools for economic and social regulation, which 
include prices, income, the tax system and credit,” in order to guarantee 
“economic balance among the various overall proportions of the plan in the 
medium time range.” Therefore the system should gradually move toward "making 
price formation clearer and investment choices more rational, increasing the 
productivity of production factors, labor in particular, and avoiding subsidy 
techniques in the production stage.” 














The new policy is also intended to take responsibility for “the real level of 
production, distribution and labor compensation costs,” taking the development 
of international prices into account. Put in another way, there will probably 
be movement toward price and wage truth in the production sphere, and compen- 
sation for and support of prices occurring on the level of distribution or 
marketing. 


What would be the impact of the price system on the economy and on consumers? 


As prices will gradually become a priority indicator of performance in the 
administration of the production apparatus, in all sectors, Mr Aziza, permanent 
undersecretary at the Ministry of Commerce, told us the following: “The new 
price system is an imperative which will allow our enterprises to catch their 
breath and will show our workers that their efforts have new value. This 
policy introduces criteria and objective rules for the choice of investments 
and will direct production toward what is socially useful and rational.” 
Henceforth, the manager will reflect carefully before investing. In addition, 
when prices correspond to real production costs, it becomes clear that an 
enterprise manager can no longer conceal bad administration by internal com- 
pensation, or justifying a bank shortage on the basis of the low prices of 
supported products, because this support will occur outside the production 
sphere. 


The rules of the game will be clarified, and the exercise of control by the 
departments involved will therefore be considerably facilitated. The result- 
ing refocusing of the price problem will be, it is hoped, an excellent means of 
making the supply, distribution and marketing network more efficient, parallel 
with state aid to small merchants and craftsmen, and of eliminating specula- 
tors. Obviously, we are assured, this must be accompanied by a wage adjust- 
ment as a function of the development of consumer prices. “The administration 
must have available, as of the time the adjustments in prices planned are in- 
troduced, the complex of means needed to deal regularly and automatically with 
the effects of price increases on income and social allocations, in particular 
for the workers with fixed incomes.” This direction must therefore be pursued 
in fact so that producers and consumers can "judge cost and expenditure levels 
in objective fashion and so that planning can guide production toward what is 
judged, in terms of the economic policy, to be socially useful.” To achieve 
this, all the economic operations must play by the rules. 


Can the new price system be entirely applicable as of today? Apparently not, 
because it requires a relatively strict mastery of inflation and domestic 
economic development, a just distribution of the national income, an adequate 
fiscal system and unfailing control of nonwage income. As of the present, this 
has not yet been achieved. The new system is what is of interest to the public 
at large, and it is thus a process in the course of which prices, all prices, 
of products will undergo a stage by stage adjustment. Some will be adjusted 
immediately (for so-called luxury products), others in the medium time range 
(for products deemed of second necessity), and another less significant adjust- 
ment in the very long range (for products of absolute first necessity). The 
goal sought is to reduce the disparity in prices between the production sphere 
and the consumption sphere as much as possible. 














To do this, two categories of prices will be established on the production 
level. “One is the fixed (contractually or centrally) price category, pertain- 
ing to the major farm and industrial-based products, services on which rates 
are charged and heavily consumed manufactured or imported products. This list 
was drafted with close attention to the content of the annual and medium time 
range plans and reflects the economic and social goals of the planning period 
in question. The other (second category) of supervised prices pertains to all 
the other products, generally down the line from those in the first category, 
or products the development of which does not exert an economic and social in- 
fluence which could upset the basic proportions of the economy. Whatever the 
category of the products involved, price deposits by all producers are com- 
pulsory under the new price system.” On the other hand, “the mechanisms for 
the calcuiation of production prices must necessarily be based on the produc- 
tion plans of the public enterprises.” 


Thus the price structure will be determined in large part by the annual or 
multiannual plans of the enterprises, or contrzctually. This means that the 
drafting of these plans must be undertaken with the participation of the bodies 
involved. Obviously, any increase in production costs will inevitably lead, 
with the new price system, to cost price increases. The problem does not, how- 
ever, lie there, since it would be illusory to maintain fixed prices for long 
periods. It all comes down to knowing what are the limits which must not be 
exceeded to avoid affecting the purchasing power of the low-income population. 


And this is why, to offset the effects of inflation, the state has decided to 
maintain price supports for basic products. Mr Yahlaoui, director of prices at 
the Ministry of Commerce, confirmed this to us. "What will cease to prevail is 
the fixed price principle which introduced negative and anarchic consumer 
habits, created tremendous management problems for our enterprises and led to a 
major flight of products to neighboring countries... The interministerial 
commission studied prices on the basis of 23 product and service files. After 
having analyzed the prices in effect and their development, it recommended that 
they be reevaluated." 


Two groups of prcducts were established: first, those not regarded as of first 
necessity, on which the prices will develop more or less rapidly (semiannually 
or annually) on the basis of the “economic price truth.” The second category 
is heavily consumed products, on which the prices will also be subject to 
periodic increases (linked with the planning schedules), but by stages and very 
slowly. The income distributed will, we were assured, be adjusted to price 
development, simultaneously and as it occurs. The application of the SGT in 
the short run is greatly to be desired, within this framework, in order to 
limit the adverse effects of the current friction existing between wages and 
prices. 


According to the new system, it is not the principle of price supports which is 
abolished, but its “rigid forms.” The public authorities are adopting tools 
for measurement better adapted to the situation of a developing country. 


Also, the disparities between the normative prices established and consumer 
prices, taking economic or social concerns into account, will be covered by “a 














compensation fund.” Resources for this fund will come from the sums collected 
on the basis of the compensatory tax established by Order No 82-81 dated 

6 March 1982 on products of “second necessity.” Taxes will be based on the CIF 
(cost, insurance, freight) prices for imported goods, or the cost price, tax 
excluded, for domestically produced items. The list of these products to be 
taxed will established annually by decree. 


The financial resources thus obtained will be paid out to support heavily con- 
sumed products (milk, sugar) or those of strategic value (fertilizers, agri- 
cultural machinery, livestock feed, plant protection products). 


This list of products which will receive compensation will be similarly decreed 
annually. 


Parallel with compensation, the purchasing power of the consumer will be pro- 











tected, according to our interlocutors at the Ministry of Commerce, by means of 
price supports for basic products, the allocation of which will be taken from 
the state budget (see table showing the development of this allocation). 
Development of Price Support Allocations 
and Distribution by Household and Per Person 
SUBSIDY AMOUNTS 
First Total Per 7-Person House- Per Person 
Year (millions of dinars) hold (in dinars) (in dinars) 
1973 240 117.48 16.70 
1974 450 211.40 30.20 
1975 3460 1683.00 225.14 
1976 2220 983.54 140.50 
1977 2170 931.90 133.12 
1978 900 364.16 52.02 
1979 900 353.93 60.56 
1980 1945 743.98 106.28 
1981 2325 861.1i 123.01 
1982 3850 1382.05 197.4£ 
1983 3850 1340.50 191.50 





The distribution of this allocation by products, established annually by the 
finance law, will be detailed in a decree. The list of products receiving 
support has been reduced to grains and byproducts, oils and books. Sugar, 
coffee, milk, butter and detergents, among other items which were on this list 
in the past, will be included in the list of products benefiting from compen- 
sation. 





The reduction in the number of products supported is explained by the fact, 
as Mr Yahyaoui noted, that “the resources of the state cannot be utilized 














indefinitely. In view of the tremendous development of price support alloca- 
tions, compensatory measures provide an excellent remedy to alleviate the 
national economy and the financial deficits of enterprises, and to safeguard 
the purchasing power of the population. 


“The pressures on income, it must be remembered, have been alleviated thanks to 
such social gains as free medical care and education, tax exemption for the 
lowest income levels, social projects, etc. In any case, economic price truth 
will affect only those products which have no impact on the social categories 
with fixed incomes.” 


The strategy adopted for prices, in the view of its authors, requires organi- 
zation of the economy without major imbalances in order to be satisfactory. 
Organization of this sort will not be effective without the implementation on 
schedule of the national plans and programs, a constant improvement in the 
supply and distribution system, reorganization of the tax system and credit, 
and above all the elimination of speculators from the marketing circuit and the 
continuous valorization of labor. This is the price of efficiency in the new 
systen. 


5157 
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EGYPT 


NPUG'S HUSAYN FAHMY DISCUSSES ABSENCE OF DEMOCRACY IN ARAB WORLD 
Nicosia AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 22 May 83 pp 25-27 


[Interview with Husayn Fahmi of the National Progressive Unionist Grouping Party by 
Simon Khuri: “Husayn Fahmi Tells AL-HURRIYAH, ‘The Problem Lies in the Absence of 
Democracy in the Arab World; Without Democracy There Can Be No Victory over 
Israel’, date and place not specified] 





[Text] [Question] There is a Husayn Fami the actor and a Husayn Fahmi who is a 
progressive journalist. Which Husayn Fahmi are you? 


[Answer] This is amusing! I am Husayn Fahmi, member of the secretariat of the 
Grouping Party's Central Committee aixd member of the General Secretariat. I am 
also the party's information official. Second, I am chairman of the Advisory 
Board for the newspaper, AL-AHALI; I am a member of the presidential committee 
for the World Peace Council, and I'm one of the founders of the first press union 


in Egypt. 


[Question] It seems that in his ist of May address President Husni Mubarak 
touched off a new round of fighting in the battle with the opposition over the 
matter of democratic liberties. 


What in your judgment was behind that, and what are its effects on the Egyptian 
opposition? 


[Answer] Of course this address was different from previous addresses. People 
are wondering whether this address marks the onset of a new stage that does not 
favor the growth and development of democracy in Egypt or if it is merely an 
address that may have been the result of inaccurate information that was given to 
President Mubarak. That information could have upset him and caused him to say 
what he did. 


The president's address had a special meaning. You know that Mubarak inherited 
all the iniquities of Camp David. [Proponents of the various] tendencies and 
ideas in government are still fighting each other. Al-Sadat died, but al-Sadat's 
mark on government remains: Egypt is linked with the Camp David policy; it is 
linked with [a certain] economic policy; and it is practicing an open-door policy 
to capitalism. Let me say this: there are 250,000 millionaires in Egypt, and they 
are advocates of the open-door policy and of al-Sadat. These people hold 
positions of power, and they have money. People who were in government when 











al-Sadat was alive are still in government. I believe it is natural for them to 
defend al-Sadat's policy. To them democracy signifies chaos. The country cannot 
tolerate these worn out cliches forever. 


When Mubarak first came to power, the Egyptian National Movement understood his 
conditions and the burdensome legacy he had inherited. It stood by him on the 
basis of the fact that conditions would change. People were also optimistic 
because they had suffered for a long time from high prices and from waiting in 
long Lines at government operated grocery stores and all that mess. And Israel's 
economic penettration of the country is something else! It's a new calamity! 
People thought that Mubarak would be a national leader who would personify 
steadfastness. They thought he would establish an economic system that would be 
in the interests of the working people and people on fixed incomes. But you know 
how that came off: one day it did, and the other day it didn't. 


But there is one point I want to make. The new address was made under conditions 
of a growing awareness among the Egyptian people. Popular forces are becoming 
increasingly aware of the importance of the question of democracy, both regarding 
being released from [the obligation of] the exorbitant price that was paid for 
Sinai and also regarding the demand that economic conditions be improved. People 
in Egypt have become politicized on their own. When one goes shopping and does 
not find a loaf of bread, he asks where is the bread? Where are the chickens? 
Where are the falafil? The daily life of the Egyptian public has become an 
endless source of political awareness and [a moving force] behind the will to 
bring about change and to resist domestic and foreign enemies. 


Democracy is an Ethnic Question 


[Question] But the tone of the address now is threatening and menacing to the 
opposition. 


[ Answer ] That is true. People noticed that the tone of the address was 
different. Despite the threat, [the address] emphasized that democracy was our 
way of life. It is, of course, not in the interests of Egypt and not in the inte- 
rests of the Arab world that democratic forces in Egypt and democracy itself 
receive a blow, since every progress and growth that is made in democracy places 
Egypt on the right track. No one party can solve Egypt's domestic and foreign 
problems. Rather, all democratic and progressive forces have to stand together to 
arrive at the proper solutions to Egypt's foreign problem. 


Placing Egypt on the road to a proper democracy would have to lead to numerous 
and significant changes in the Arab region. This is because Egypt is the heart 
[of the Arab world]. Therefore, we view the question of democracy as an ethnic 
question. If we had democratic regimes, Begin's Israel would not have realized 
any victory. But you know all about those dictatorships that we have in the Arab 
countries! 


[Question] What about the open-door policy and the other side of that coin, 
which is 'Ismat al-Sadat? 


[Answer] That open-door policy was a disaster! Do you know what people have been 
saying since ‘Ismat al-Sadat and his family, Rashad ‘Uthman and the rest of 
Egypt's thieves were taken to court? [They are saying] none of this would have 














happened if we had newspapers [in Egypt] and if we had freedom. Where were these 
people hiding? And there were ministers [with them] too! This case helped 
convince people that Egypt needs democracy. If we had had democracy during the 
days of al-Sadat, none of the things that happened in domestic and foreign policy 
would have happened, particularly that dismal Camp David business. 


The Story of "The Autumn Fury" 


[Question] Publication of Hasanyn Haykal's book, "Kharif al-Ghadab" [The Autumn of 
Fury] was prohibited. That act is considered an act that confiscated democracy 
and took away the freedom to publish and to express oneself. The newspaper, 
AL-AHALI also stopped publication of the book. What in your judgment are the 
reasons for that? Are they moral? Do these reasons have to do with those who are 
dead, or is it a political matter? 


First of all, we oppose the notion that an Egyptian writer write about a histori- 
cal period of significance and about events that occurred during that period, 
detailing real, radical departures from the course that the Egyptian people have 
been pursuing since the July Revolution and the book not be published or its 
publication banned. [This is what we think] regardless of what is mentioned in 
the book. We do not approve of the idea of banning a book, regardless of the 
ideas contained therein. It would have been better had the book been left alone 
and for those who disagree with [its contentions] to speak out. 


What is actually curious is that other foreign peoples are reading the book. But 
the Egyptian people who are involved in this matter don't know what Haykal wrote. 


[Question] The book was banned not only in Egypt, but it was also banned in some 
Arab countries. 


[Answer] The book was banned in countries whose rulers opposed al-Sadat. This is 
the secret of the book. 


[Question] How come? 


[Answer] The book reveals al-Sadat's domestic and foreign policies. The most 
serious piece of information in the book is the story about the secret talks that 
al-Sadat conducted with the Americans and Israelis. Those talks were not even 
documented. Even President Mubarak does not know what happened during these 
talks. Of course people discovered that everything was a mess and in a state of 
chaos. It is terrible that there were no documents. Al-Sadat gave the Americans 
facilities in Egypt; he made verbal promises, and no one knows exactly what 
happened. 


The book was banned because it reveals the horrors of dictatorships and the view 
a dictator has of himself as the only one capable of bringing about changes, 
alterations or modifications in those policies that Egypt believed in for scores 
of years. The book was banned because it revealed that the United States had 
obtained from Egypt in the Camp David [Accords] many times more than what it 
could have gotten if Egypt had been a member of the Baghdad Pact and the Atlantic 
Pact, etc. In other countries the book was banned for political reasons and not 
for moral reasons at all. This is because the book reveals the whole story with 
al-Sadat and with the Americans. And then, of course, don't forget the business 


10 














between al-Sadat and the Shah of Iran! They were allies, but allied against whom? 
God Almighty have mercy: both men are gone and the people have endured! 


A New Camp David 


[Question] At any rate we are now on the verge of a new Camp David. We are about 
to have new documents placing restraints on another Arab country and moving it 
out of its Arab framework just as Egypt was moved out of the Arab rank. In your 
opinion, what is the difference between [what happened] yesterday and [what is 
happening] today? What is the difference between yesterday's Camp David and 
today's Camp David? Are there prospects for Egypt getting out of Camp David? 


[Answer] U.S. strategy after 1973 became convinced of the idea that Israel alone 
would not be enough to defend U.S. interests in the region. Israel alone would 
not be a sufficient guarantee for U.S. interests. This was particularly true 
after the fall of the Shah. Therefore, the United States began adopting the idea 
of the rapid deployment forces; it formed a strategic alliance with Israel; it 
concluded the Camp David Accords between Egypt and Israel; and it invaded Lebanon. 


All this created a grave, new situation in the region: Egypt was taken out of the 
confrontation scene; Sinai was isolated; and U.S. forces were stationed in west, 
north and east Sinai. 


The purpose of Camp Da?.d was not only to weaken Egypt alone, but also to weaken 
all the Arab countries. The purpose of the Camp Da.id Accords was to deal with 
every country separately, one after the other. I do not believe that there are 
prospects now for Egypt to get out of the Camp David alliance. 


The United States has always delayed a settlement. It has put forth imaginary 
plans, knowing that our people will turn them down. Its purpose in doing so was 
to exploit conflicts and disputes and destabilize the region. You see, the United 
States shows itself to world public opinion as the protector of the peace so that 
Arabs would pay the highest price for the least return. The invasion of Lebanon 
was a natural consequence of Camp David; it is the logical application of that 
agreement. If the president of Lebanon is making light of the idea of having 40 
Israeli soldiers in south Lebanon, he should come and see what has happened in 
Sinai. 


The United States wants to liquidate the Palestinian Resistance, and it wants to 
bring an end to its local, Arab and international role, but it does not know how 
to do that. Local government or autonomy failed, and [the use of] force failed. 
The United States was not able to liquidate the Palestinian Revolution because 
the Palestinian Revolution is the people and not just a small revolution. 


What is also required is that Syria and its position be undermined, and the 
deterrent forces thrown out of Lebanon. 


At the same time Lebanon's national and progressive movement is to be crushed. 
There is absolutely no difference whatsoever between our Camp David and this Camp 
David which is being proposed to Lebanon. The agreement that is being proposed to 


Lebanon is an extension of Camp David. It would tie Lebanon further to the 
Americans and to Israel. After that the Palestinian people would be thrown out of 
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Lebanon. And where would they go? They've been moving from one exile to another 
for 35 years. It was no coincidence at all that Lebanon was chosen as the target 
of the strong American strike because Lebanon is the weakest link [in the chain 
of Arab countries]. I cannot say that Lebanon has to turn down the agreement 
because I know who is in charge in Lebanon. And that is well-known. It is the 
National Movement that will turn down the agreement, and may God help it. The 
Arab regimes we have are shameful, and their recent position on Israel's 
aggression against the PLO was obvious and requires no further explanation. 


[Question] Jordan is another link. Attempts are being made [there] to seize from 
the PLO [its mandate] to represent the Palestinian people. 


[ Answer | Of course, Jordan's turn will come after Lebanon. There are those who 
will say, "You see! There is no other way!" And there are Arab regimes tha®* are 
prepared or willing [to go along] in secret. These regimes are well-known, and 
you know which ones they are. 


National Arab Forces Form a Bloc 


[Question] After the treaty between Lebanon and Israel is signed, what, in your 
opinion, is the position the Arab Liberation Movement should assume? Should it 
break relations with Lebanon as it did with Egypt, or what? 


[Answer] If the agreement is signed, Arab national forces should first form a 
bloc against both the old and the new Camp David. We have to face reality with 
caution. Arab nations have to assume their historic responsibility because they 
are the only ones who can stand up to the imperialist plan whose objective is to 
expand U.S. hegemony. 


[Question] But how do we change such statements into actual fact and practices? 


[Answer] We do that with the faith of the public and with their sound awareness 
and determination to fight without limits. It is true that regardless of the 
changes in their methods, there is nothing but dictatorships or semi-dictator- 
ships from the Gulf to the ocean. However, one of the keys [we can use to bring 
about such a change] is to unify domestic efforts against the foreign, Zionist, 
racist enemy and against the domestic enemy for the purpose of overthrowing the 
Egyptian rulers who are practicing dictatorship. And it is here that the role of 
national Arab leaders and forces emerges. They are to lead the people's ranks, 
and they are to call them to fight a dual battle against the national leaders in 
the Arab Liberation Movement. They are to stick more closely to the public, and 
they are to find out what the public mood is by «xnowing the public's tendencies 
and the direction in which they are going. 





Lessons of the Egyptian National Movement 


[Question] Let us go back to the experience the Egyptian National Movement went 
through in resicting Camp David. In light of that experience, what did you 
achieve? What are the lessons that the Lebanese National Movement can benefit 
from? What conclusions can be drawn from that experience for confronting the new 
Camp David? And also what role do you play alongside the Lebanese national forces? 
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[Answer] Let me say this: the experience taught us that the determination that 
Egypt's national forces had to set up a regional national coalition, starting 
with the minimum of agreed upon points, was a main factor in making the forces 
form a bloc against Camp David. And that was undoubtedly done in spite of all the 
difficulties and restrictions that al-Sadat imposed on the Egyptian National Move- 
ment. It was done inspite of the influence of modern media agencies and inspite 
of the diabolical U.S. plan that was devised to influence the mental attitude of 
the Egyptian people. It was done despite the isolation of the forces that had 
opposed from the very first moment the agreement as well as the Jerusalem visit. 


This is considered a success. [The people's determination to form a bloc 
continued] until al-Sadat found himself isolated. Before Camp David people used 
to marvel about the prosperity, the money and the Americans who will be coming to 
Egypt. After Camp David, however, when people discovered what this was all about, 
they said, "Damn the Americans! They've ruined our country!" 


This was specifically a regional action; it was a success for the Egyptian 
national forces in the Grouping. It caused al-Sadat to attempt a strike against 
Egypt's national forces so he can break out of his isolation. 


The experiment began after Camp David, a short time afterwards. We thought that 
as long as we were facing a crucial situation and decisive battles in our his- 
tory, we had to expand the framework of the National Front to confront Camp David 
and the open-door pokicy. Both had done away with Egypt's independence and placed 
the country at the mercy of multi-national and multi-lingual corporations. That 
was the first step. We took the second step by insisting on the question of democ- 
racy for the purpose of mobilizing the Egyptian electorate, and you know how pat- 
riotic they are! 


As a third step we set forth the question of corruption from the family of 
thieves. Restrictions, central security, the police and slander did not dissuade 
us from achieving the ability we now have to confront our domestic and foreign 
conditions. And the battle goes on. 


You know that during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the Israeli ambassador was 
told to go home because the Egyptian people wanted to strike the embassy. 


The summoning of ambassadors was a way of smuggling the Israeli ambassador [out 
of the country]. 


This was a lesson: some rulers can respond to some national demand in a limited 
manner if conditions so dictate. 


And then I believe that the National Movement, which knows its interests quite 
well, has to become a broad national front that includes all forces opposed to 
the new Camp David. The National Movement has to oppose attempts to falsify the 
consciousness and the will of people, and it has to continue fighting the Israeli 
enemy. Of course it will do that with the Palestinian Resistance and with Syria, 
and we will continue to resist with them both Camp Davids, the old one and the 
new one. 


In order to avoid getting to a third Camp David, we are not to waste time and 
words. We need action and work to rally people around general, specific national 
objectives before it is too late. 
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SUDAN 


MINISTER OF INDUSTRY DISCUSSES ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, DEVELOPMENTS 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 47, Apr 83 pp 79-82 


[interview with Muhammad Bashir Al-Waqi', Minister of Industry, by Hasib Abu 
Dhargham: "I Can Reassure Those Who Are Afraid: We Will Not Repeat the 
Nationalization Experiment"/ 


[Text/ AL~IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL met with the Sudanese minister of industry, 
Muhammad Bashir al~Waqi', in a conversation which dealt with the subject of 

the various sectors of Sudanese industry. It reviewed its crises, and observed 
the aspects of development in it, going from the symptoms to the essence, from 
external observations to an analysis that seizes the gist of the issue from 
within. 








It would not have been possible for us to read this engrossing interview had 
Minister al-Waqi' not been willing to talk frankly with us over the concerns 
of Sudanese industry, for which he is to be thanked. He did not conceal any 
figures or refrain from expressing any opinions on matters where there are 
problems, and he did not retire behind diplomatic language to conceal actual 
conditions, or embellish them. Here is the interview: 


Question: The subject of nationalization is of the utmost importance. What 
is government policy in this regard? 


Answer: The Sudan is one of the countries that has gone through the experience 
of nationalization and expropriation. That was a step which had political 
support at that time, but the experiment brought many negative things upon us 
domestically and abroad. We are happy to have gone through the experiment, but 
its negative aspects exceeded its positive ones, ind this prompted the president 
to review many decrees, specifically the decrees on expropriation. I would like 
to reassure those whose minds are preoccupied with this subject that there is 

no room for embarking on the experiment again. The country is building up its 
facilities by itself and there is absolutely no tendency toward nationalization 
or expropriation. When we realize the results we have attained through oil 
exploration, the government will, I believe, orient itself toward investing 

the oil revenues in strengthening the basic structures, and, if it participates 
in any investment, that will consist of the major, strategic investments which 
government usually controls, in any country, since they are related to basic 
matters, such as domestic or national sel -sufficiency in food, the country's 
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policy, and its interests. Therefore I believe that it would be best to forget 
the refrain of nationalization and expropriation for once and for all. 


Question: That might be an excuse as far as an investor is concerned, but 
investors must take risks, especially since they take risks in all other fields. 
Arab banks established by governments participate in international loans which 
are offered to countries, and they face all kinds of risks. 


Answer: I wonder if the Arab money deposited in Europe and America is 100 per- 
cent guaranteed or protected. When the value of the dollar dropped 5 or 6 years 
ago, that had a great repercussion on Arab deposits, which is what our great 
economics professor Shaykh al-'Atiqi alluded to in a lecture he gave in Khartoumm 
Take another example, Iran and what its deposits were subjected to. Why should 
we assume that the Western world will constitute a guarantee for our investments, 
when it also presents risks? 


I dealt with this aspect in a similar interview with the magazine AL-TA'IF, at 
the conference of Arab ministers of industry, stressing that all capital, what~ 
ever its nationality might be, is afraid, but owners of capital must have some 
courage, audacity and sense of challenge to enter into risks, by which I mean 
calculated risks, not foolhardy ones, risks which one can calculate through 


figures. 


Arab capital has been accumulated essentially through the massive work which 
Arab governments have performed and the work of intermediates. The work of 

intermediates, through the installations governments and foreign contractors 
have constructed, has led to the emergence of massive Arab capital. 


I would like to add, without being partial, that ordinary Sudanese capital in 
the last 10 years has rushed into such areas as industry, transport, agriculture 
and so forth, with limited capital and the basic structures I have spoken about, 
which are extremely backward, but, in spite of that, it has achieved some suc-— 
cess, and I believe that Sudanese businessmen, through these harsh circumstances, 
have acquired very great skill. If slightly better means were made available 

to them, they would demonstrate greater success. 


Question: Your excellency the minister, we have learned that the Kinanah sugar 
project has gone through difficult construction stages and has started to produce. 
What do its total costs come to? 

Answer: About $850 million. 


Question: That is, it has exceeded all the estimates you had made, because of 
inflation, of course. 


Answer: Because of inflation and because it was delayed 2 years. 

Question: Why the delay? 

Answer: There were numerous reasons, some of which are basic and some of which 
were not, but were selated to the provision of money to completethe project. 


The procedures in this process took a long time. 
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Question: Last year the project produced 165,000 tons, and this year it will 
produce about 200,000 tons, but its capacity is 400,000 tons. 


Answer: The capacity of the plant is 330,000 tons. 

Question: With existing resources, or current capacity, without any shutdowns, 
you can produce 330,000 tons; how much would the project need in order to be 
expanded? ' 

Answer: That depends on the limits we want to reach. For example, we can 
expand the project or increase its capacity to 400,000 tons by investing $25 
million. 

Question: Has this idea been presented to the partners? 


Answer: Memoranda and studies have been done on this matter. 


Question: Do you recommend that the project be expanded to 400,000 tons or 
more? 


Answer: Just to 400,000 tons. 


Question: Doesn't it make a profit at its current capacity, that is, at 
330,000 tons? 


Answer: Yes, it does, but that depends in reality on world prices. If we 
take current prices, it would be difficult for the project to make a profit; 
rather, by the nature of the sugar industry, prices rise for a period of 3 or 
4, years then drop for 3 or 4 years, and so on. 


Question: What was the magnitude of the loss last year, 1982, or the year 
before that, 1981? 


Answer: I do not have exact figures. 

Question: But a loss must have occurred. 

Answer: There is no doubt about it. Last year's production came to 165,000 
tons, that is, half the capacity, and we would not anticipate that this sort of 
rate could make a profit. This year it came to 200,000 tons, or two thirds of 
capacity. 


Question: Can the project make a profit or break even by producing 200,000 
tons? 


Answer: We could get up to 300,000 tons and lose money, because of the low 
prices. No sugar factory in the world is making a profit now. 


Question: Have you presented the plan to expand the project to the partners? 


Answer: The project is still with the board of directors. The company manage 
ment has prepared studies, but they have not yet been presented. 
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Question: Will other projects be executed with Arab financing in this manner, 
I mean, in being projects whose construction is on the verge of being started 
in the Sudan? 


Answer: There are many projects. Arab investors are participating in oil, 
agricultural and livestock resource projects, and the Arab Investment Authority 
has many projects. 


Sudanese Oil 


Question: Let us return to the subject of oil. It has been proved that there 

is oil in the Sudan, but the drop in prices is not in our interests, and not 

many incentives remain, except perhaps over the long range. Now there is drilling 
and some production. When, however, will production on a large commercial scale 
begin? 


Answer: First of all, I am not the one who has jurisdiction on the matter of 
oil. I wish you would direct the questions in this regard to Dr Sharif al-Tuhami, 
the minister ofenergy. Because there is joint responsibility, however, I have 
some information. The rise and fall in oil prices will not change the Sudan's 
orientations, no reservations have yet been expressed on the part of the explora- 
tion companies, foremost among them Chevron, and we do not feel that they are 
unhappy, in spite of differing tendencies, in the sense that exporting takes 
precedence over self-sufficiency in our energy needs, for purely financing 
reasons. It is easier to find financing for an export project than to find it 
for a local consumption project. Therefore, we are taking consideration of the 
fact that our partners who are exploring with us, specifically Chevron, aspire 
more to export than anything else. Chevron's investments so far have come to 
$600,000, with no return, and it is not strange, and nothing to be angry 

about, that they prefer to orient themselves toward exports. 


In any event, I believe that we will need 5 or 7 years before Sudanese oil 

can start to have a real effect on the course of the Sudanese economy. We 

must point out, as the president said, that we might be somewhat different 

from the other oil countries, because we will use the oil revenues to streng- 
then the agricultural base, essentially, and improve the basic structures, which 
is a very necessary matter in the Sudan. 


With thanks to God, we have reached the rear of the ranks, the ranks of the oil 
countries, and as a result we can watch and observe the Arab oil countries and 
the Latin American countries, and derive lessons and morals which I hope we will 
benefit from in full. 


Question: What is the outcome of oil production at present? 


Answer: There is a line which will produce 50,000 barrels a day, and its 
production will later rise to 250,000 barrels a day. 


Question: When will production get up to 250,000? 


Answer: In the production period itself; the oil is there in the wells, and 
when the drilling continues and production starts in 3 years, we will get to 
50,000 barrels a day, and, after than, production will increase to 250,000 
barrels. 
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Question: What is the Sudan's consumption? 

Answer: 1.25 million tons of crude a year. 

The Problems of Industry 

Question: What stage has Sudanese industry reached so far? 


Answer: We have not yet gone beyond the first stage in the construction of 

the Sudanese industrial base, which is essentially concentrated on agricultural 
processing, a natural, logical thing. We have cuvered ground in this direction, 
since for example we have a sugar production capacity that comes to 3 to 4 
million tons, and our actual production is 325,000 tons, while the productive 
capacity and capability that exist now come to 750,000 tons. 


Question: Actual production is 325,000 tons. How big is consumption? 

Answer: 425,000 tons. 

Question: Why is production at the level of half the real production capacity? 
Answer: If we exclude the Kinanah mill, which is working well now, we will see 
that the other sugar mills have experienced a decline in the past 5 years. 

That may basically be attributed to a paucity of foreign revenues, that is, hard 
currency, which we need to buy spare parts. 

Question: Is the ownership of all these mills vested in the government? 
Answer: Yes, they all belong to the government, and this has done great harm 
to the sugar industry. Starting last year we embarked on a plan to refurbish 
these mills as part of the Arab development agreement program, for which we are 
grateful to our Arab brothers. 

Question: What is new in this regard? 


Answer: Fifty million dollars have been allocated to the sugar sector in the 
Sudan as part of a program to refurbish the mills. The World Bank is contri- 
buting to this program. We need 3 years to reach a production of 750,000 tons. 


Question: What does the cost of this refurbishment program come to? 

Answer: About $150 million, $50 million of which will be from the World Bank 
and $50 million will be in the form of Arab financing. We have signed a 
contract with the government of West Germany for 43 million German marks. 
Question: Let us get back to industry. 


Answer: We talked about sugar. In the textile sector we have a productive 
capacity of about 375 million meters. 


Question: What about actual production? 
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Answer: One hundred million meters, unfortunately. 
Question: What is the reason? 


Answer: There are a number of reasons, first of which is the drop in cotton 
production. Since the quality of cotton is connected to production, the 
higher the quality of the cotton, in terms of type, the greater the production 
is, and when production is low, the ratio of the incidence of a bug called the 
honey /beetle/ is high, and this affects the cotton fiber; the production in 
the mills then drops to 40 or 50 percent. 


In addition to that, the drop in cotton has an effect on the /vegetable/ oil 
industry, since the oil is extracted from cottonseeds. This is the connection 
between agriculture and industry. Of course there are other problems such as 
hard currency and the problems of electricity. Last year, for example, problems 
with electricity led to a drop of up to 20 percent in production. 


A Shortage in Production Skills 
Question: Is there a shortage in manpower? 


Answer: Yes, we are suffering from a terrible emigration of technical person 
nel to the Arab countries. 


Question: However, emigration is a problem that cannot be remedied, and the 
manpower provides the country with revenues, while the country needs this 
manpower! 


Answer: This is from the theoretical standpoint, but the manpower does not deal 
with banks — its remittances come via the open market. The official price of 
the dollar is 130 piasters in the banks, while the emigrant workers buy it 
[sic] for 180 piasters. Therefore, we do not attract more than $500 million in 
emigres' remittances, though their remittances come to about $1.5 billion. 


Question: That is, one third, while two thirds come in via the open market. 
But does all the money come to the country? 


Answer: Yes, it does, but what is its effect? When they change $100 for 
180 Sudanese pounds, buying power increases and consumption increases as a 
result. At that point, they create a scurce of pressure. 


Question: A question arises: since the difference between 130 and 180 piasters 
in the exchange rate of the dollar is minor, why don't you let the currency 
float? 


Answer: We would then be raising prices. We are confining the exchange rate 
to 130 piasters for the sake of pharmaceuticals, sugar, flour and oil products, 
which are basic commodities which we want to provide for the penple. Otherwise, 
we will continue to expand the circle of inflation. 
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Smuggling 


Question: We realize that the 425,000 tons of sugar you produce are not all 
consumed locally, but that a portion of that is smuggled out of the country. 


Why? 
Ansver: About 60,000 to 70,000 tons are smuggled out. 


Question: That is, you subsidize this commodity while it is being smuggled 
out of the Sudan. 


Answer: But I am taking the whole continent of the Sudan into account, not the 
nation of the Sudan. The area of this continent is 2.5 million square meters 
[sic] and it has borders with 8 or 9 countries; how can I guard those? 


Question: It is not essential to guard them, but it is possible to reduce the 
subsidies on these commodities. 


Answer: There are no subsidies on sugar. 


Question: There is an indirect subsidy. Since you sell the sugar and raise 
its price, isn't it possible to distribute a specific amount to families in 
specific areas? Of course the opportunities for fraud will not disappear, 
but they will diminish. 





Answer: That might be true. It can be done in countries like Britain or 
Germany where there are agencies and statistics, but we in the Sudan cannot 
obtain accurate statistics on the number of families and the number of family 
members in all areas of the Sudan. We Arab intellectuals sometimes consider 
that these matters are easy because we read about them and see them being applied 
thoroughly where the apparatus exists and is up to date. However, we are unable 
to apply it here. 


Question: If 60,000 of 425,000 tons are smuggled out, the problem becomes 
relatively minor. 


Answer: However, the value of these 60,000 tons we are talking about comes to 
$25 million, and, as long as the Sudanese citizen is not consuming it, we can 
unilaterally benefit from it for instance by raising the rate of the sale of 

pharmaceuticals, for instance. These 25 million are not without their effect. 


Question: Of course you cannot raise prices. A kilogram sells for 50 piasters, 
approximately, which is not cheap, relative to the income level. 


Answer: One should note that our people in the desert areas, where there are 
no sorts of fruit, depend essentially on sugar. Therefore, the inhabitants 
drink tea in great volumes. 


Question: Are there other commodities that are smuggled? 
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Answer: Yes, oil, soap and cloth. If you look at the countries around us, you 
will find that they are suffering from shortages. Kenya, for example. In 
Ethiopia, there is a terrible shortage, as there is in Chad, Uganda and Zaire. 


I can remember that 8 or 9 years ago, when we were being enthusiastic about 
self-sufficiency, the minister of supply stressed that we were missing a 
theoretical proposition, since we would be able to attair. self-sufficiency only 
if many countries joined with us in that. That is correct; the borders are 
open. We have tribes in common. A Sudanese tribe, for instance, may produce 
1,000 tons of sugar, and that will be enough for it, but then it takes 500 tons 
and sends the rest to its relatives who live 1 kilometer away, and may perhaps 
be in Chad or Ethiopia. 


Question: But it is necessary to remedy this problem, since it drains off very 
large amounts of money. 


Answer: I have not forgotten the problem; it preoccupies me, but how can I 
solve it? By what means? For example, we have 1,500 or 2,000 kilometers of 
borders in common with Chad; how can I guard them? If I want to stop the 
smuzgling of 60,000 tons of sugar, I will spend an amount equivalent to 100,000 
tons! 


Question: What do you estimate the value of smuggled goods to be, if $25 
million is smuggled in sugar alone? 


Answer: Let us leave this consideration and take, for example, the Red Sea. 
Our statistics indicate that about 600,000 head of sheep are exported via 

Port Sudan to Jiddah. If you go to the Jiddah records, you will find that they 
received 1.1 million head, that is, 500,000 head were smuggled in. 


Question: That is, the smuggling takes place here, while records are kept there? 


Answer: Yes. Yes, here, in cooperation between Sudanese merchants and Saudis; 
the kingdom believes in free trade. 


Vocational Training 
Question: Are there vocational training institutes in the Sudan? 


Answer: Had it not been for the sound educational and training base in general 
— although it has been below the desired standard in terms of number or level 
— there would have been a collepse in the labor market. The figures show 

an emigration of half a million Sudanese of all occupations to the Arabian 
Peninsula alone. 


Question: But that is a reasonable percentage, half a million out of 20 
million. 


Answer: You are talking about the total population, but the half million con- 
sists of people with technical skills, that is, out of a total of 2 or 3 million 
at the most. It is not reasonable that the Sudan can have reached a 100 percent 
skill level. 
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Question: However, it is possible to turn this weak point, that is, the 
abundance of population, into a strong point, in terms of the establishment 
of training institutes. 


Answer: True, but how? Where will the financing come from? 
Question: Have you presented training programs for financing abroad? 


Answer: The prsiects which our Arab brothers finance set aside a reasonable 
proportion for training, within the limits of the project itself. For ex- 
ample, the Sindaj project is financed by the Kuwaiti fund, which has insisted on 
establishing a training center, and it is now operating. However, this is a 
partial view of the issue of training and the establishment of skills. They 
restrict their demand or financing to the extent to which they need Sudanese 
labor, while we concentrate on basic structures. 


Question: Without which there would be no projects. 


Answer: I believe that before 250 Arab investors and businessmen, for in- 
stance, arrive, they should be preceded by delegations specializing in economic 


structures in the country they are going to, whose task is to study its problems 
thoroughly. 


This planning effort is weak, not just in the Sudan but in all Arab countries 
and as far as the Arab countries' relations among themselves go. That in turn 
is a very difficult point. 


Question: And needs the cooperation of governments. 





Answer: Egypt has tremendous training resources, which have reached the stage 
where university graduates are working as drivers or restaurant workers, but 
nonetheless it has started to feel the burden of the technical emigration. 

I consider that Egypt should be supported to continue to export skilled persons. 
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ISRAEL 


FUNDS ALLOCATED FOR OIL EXPLORATION 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 16 May 83 p 1l 


{Article by Ze'ev Stromissky: "65.5 Million Dollars to Be Invested in Oil 
Explorations"] 


[Text] Sixty-five and a half million dollars will be invested this year in 
oil explorations in this country, as compared with about $35 million last 
year. This indicates an increase of about 90 percent. This sharp increase 
will also occur if existing projects are carried out--with the cooperation 
of private investors, mainly foreigners, in the search for petroleum--from 
$15 million a year ago to some $39 million this year. This was reported in 
an interview with the correspondent of DAVAR by Dr Elazar Barak, director 
of the National Oil Association (HANAL). 


Dr Barak indicated that of the overall sum of $65.5 million there are to be 
invested in the system of government explorations (not with full governmental 
subsidizing) $41.5 million. Of this, $11 million will be invested from the 
national budget (as against about $10 million last year), and HANAL will 
invest $7 million of its funds. Outside investors will participate in the 
petroleum explorations of the government system with $15 million as compared 
with $10 million last year. 


It should be noted that the budgetary participation in the oil explorations 
last year was in effect less than planned, inasmuch as all the projects 
which had been planned for this year were not implemented. The original 
government allotment for oil exploration was $10.5 million, but in fact the 
implementation approached, as stated, $10 million only. Lack of implementa- 
tion of the projects stemmed mainly from delays in undertakings by foreign 
investors. Investors, mainly foreign, will participate in exploring for 

oil by investing in independent projects as well. This investment should 
this year reach $20 million (compared with $5 million last year). 


Dr Barak emphasized that the estimate of the investments of private 
investors is based upon commitments which have been given to the Energy 
Ministry, or which were included in forecasts of Israeli investors who 
mobilized funds on the stock exchange for the purpose of investing in oil 
explorations. 
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Four million dollars are to be invested by a foreign company which is 
searching for oil in the Mediterranean in an area which Israel is authorized 
to exploit for economic needs. This investment is being made at the risk of 
the foreign company and there is no budgetary participation whatever on the 
part of Israel. 


This company will attempt to sell the results of its explorations to 
companies seeking to invest in oil drillings. This system of financing is 
knows as "speculative shooting." Dr Barak said that the explorations which 
the foreign company is conducting are now out in the open sea after the ocean 
area adjacent to the seashore of Israel has been carefully examined but has 
not yielded significant fruits. 


He added that there is a significant structural difference between the 
investments of private investors. The governmental system invests about 
one-quarter of its total investment in preparing prospectuses in advance of 
the drillings, whereas private investors concentrate to a greater degree 

in carrying out drillings. 
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ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM RESIDENTS WATCH JORDANIAN TV 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 9 May 83 p 21 


[Text] The Israeli press published a story that in a comparative statistical 
study of the interests of the Israeli public in watching television prcegrams, 
which Doctors Akiva Cohen and Hayim Ayyal from the Communications Institute 
of Hebrew University in Jerusalem prepared, it is clear that Jordanian TV 
programming grabs the interest of a large portion of the inhabitants of the 
Jerusalem region and its surroundings. This study which was given the name 
Qol Ha'ir also revealed some results which no one had expected, namely that 
48 percent of the Israeli inhabitants of Jerusalem consider Jordanian TV to 
be their principal source of news and entertainment. The telephone system 
was used to conduct this survey and the evening period was chosen to call the 
telephone numbers of 300 participants living in different parts of the city; 
271 of these participants responded, 46 percent of whom were men, 54 percent 
women. 


Among those who follow Jordanian TV programs, 84 percent also watch Israeli 
TV and 68 percent preferred channel 6 while 12 percent preferred channel 3 on 
Jordanian TV. The survey showed that the number of hours that viewers spent 
watching the Jordanian and Israeli stations breaks down as follows: 


Percentage of viewers 














Number of hours per day Israeli TV Jordanian TV 
1 28 31 
1-2 41 22 
2-3 19 5 
3-4 | 7 2 
4-5 4 1 


An analysis of these results shows that men watch Jordanian TV more than 
women and that Oriental Jews watch TV programs in general more than do western 
Jews. Jews born in Israel avoid Jordanian TV while the least educated sit in 
front of the television hours longer than the well-educated. Among those who 
do not watch Jordanian TV, 20 percent do not own a TV set, 16 percent are oc- 
cupied with daily affairs, while 2 percent allege that the broadcast is di- 
rected against Israel. 
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Generally 9 percent of television viewers had changed their viewing recently 
and switched to Jordanian TV. Among those who are less than 30 years old 
there is a general tendency to watch Jordanian TV and to ignore the various 
programs of Israeli TV. Oriental Jews watch Jordanian TV more than western 
Jews. 


On the extent of satisfaction with TV programs in general, 4 percent said 
they were completely satisfied while 27 percent were satisfied sufficiently 
without being impressed, 53 percent were not pleased, and 16 percent were 
never pleased. As for the Jordanian transmissions, 63 percent were very 
pleased or just pleased, while 37 percent were not pleased or refused to 
answer. It is striking that among these, there are 10 percent who were very 
pleased by Jordanian TV as opposed to only 2 percent feeling the same way 
about Israeli TV, and there are 51 percent who are favorably pleased by Jor- 
danian TV as against 22 percent for Israeli TV. Without a doubt these big 
divergencies in the degree of satisfaction express the receptiveness by Is- 
raeli citizens in Jerusalem for Jordanian TV. 


The study also revealed that 39 percent of Israeli viewers of Jordanian TV 
followed the Hebrew news every evening, and the love of being informed was 
cited as the overriding motive behind their receptiveness. Of these 35 per- 
cent replied: "To compare the news with other sources." 


As for the extent of credence given to what they see and hear on Jordanian 
and Israeli TV the answers were as follows: 








The Hebrew broadcast The news on 

on Jordanian TV Israeli TV 
Believe everything that is said 0% 21% 
Believe most of what is said 14% 63% 
Believe some of what is said 46% 14% 
Believe none of what is said 40% 2% 


On their questions about the possible extent that the Hebrew broadcast of the 
Jordanian TV and the Israeli news broadcast had any positive or negative in- 
fluence on Israel and its leaders the survey offered the following: 


The Hebrew broadcast The news broadcast 








of Jordanian TV of Israeli TV 
A good influence on national pride 11% 15% 
No influence 632% 56% 
Undermines national confidence 26% 29% 
Aids Israeli leaderships 5% 10% 
No influence 79% 59% 
Undermines Israeli leadership 16% 312% 


In the summary which was published it shows that Jordanian TV transmission is 
held by Israelis to be significant, and among Israeli viewers in tie Jerusa- 
lem region there are sufficient reasons to believe that the levei of Jordanian 
TV transmission is higher than Israeli reports would have it. This fact is 
because of the corroborative function (of Jordanian TV) and the good choice 
that accompanies Jordanian programs. 
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ISRAEL 


TV CENSORSHIP OF ALLEGED PRO-PLO MATERIAL CONTINUES 
Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 13 May 83 p 1 


[Article by Haha Kim, 'AL HAMISHMAR Correspondent: "Report of Performance 
Staged by Tzavta Banned From Broadcast on Mabat"] 


[Text] The Director of the Broadcast Authority, Yosef (Tommy) Lapid, banned 
the filming of a report on the performance of "Mikre Gvul" [An Incident at 
the Border] which is not being produced and staged at Tzavta and which was 
to be broadcast on Mabat Lahadashot [View of the News] last evening. 


It should be noted that "Mikre Gvul", a play written and staged by Ruth 
Hazan, raises an imaginary situation which brings together Golda Meir 
and Rimonda Tawil, who attempt a dialogue but do not succeed. 


R Tawil and G Meir 


According to the television correspondent for cultural and arts matters, Amos 
Arbal, the filmings were coordinated with the play together with the editor 
of Mabat, Mikhael Karpin, as far back as a week ago, but the evening before 
last Karpin informed him that Lapid was blocking him from filming the report. 
According to Arbal this decision stems from the pamphlet of guidelines 
distributed by the administrative committee of the Broadcast Authority which 
forbids reporters from initiating reports with persons identified with the 
PLO. Arbal protested Lapid's decision and argued that the meeting between 
Tawil and Meir is imaginary and that Tawil does not appear on stage. Lapid 
remained firm in his opinion and according to him even won the support of 

the director of the news segment, Ya'ir Stern, and the director of television, 
Tuvia Sa'ar. (See the separate report on the play in the Hotam edition.) 


Lapid: Not for Viewing 


In response, Lapid yesterday said that his decision did not stem from 
political considerations and that the place for the report of the stage 
presentation is scheduled for the culture and arts program, "8 1/2" and not 
for Mabat. Lapid conceded that he had neither read nor seen the play. At 
the conclusion of the interview Lapid said" "You, ‘AL HAMISHMAR and Tzavta 
are attempting to make a monster of me. I will not provide a forum for 
people who compare the children of the R.P.G with the children of Warsaw and 
Rimonda Tawil with Golda Meir." 
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Not the First Instance 


It should be noted that on Thursday of last week, on Mabat a report was 
broadcast which had been filmed at the play "Hanitzul". According to Amos 
Arbal this was accomplished within the framework of the changes which the 
new editor of Mabat, Mikhael Karpin is trying to introduce to the broadcast, 
with the goal of integrating into the broadcast reports on culture and the 
arts. Arbal related that this is not the first instance of Lapid canceling 
a report on a program dealing with actual matters and espousing social view- 
points. He reminded us that about a year and a half ago Lapid cancelled 

a report of his [Arbal's] on the play "The IDF in the Mirror of the Theater" 
which dealt with various meetings between IDF soldiers and the Arab popula- 
tion. Arbal stated that "Mikre Gvul" received the approval of the Advisory 
Board for Criticism of Films and Plays, but that Lapid had decided that he 
did not want the name of Rimonda Tawil to appear on the television screen. 
Arbal argued that the report on "Mikre Gvul" is not appropriate for the 

"8 1/2" program, which deals with theater criticism and the arts, but rather 
to Mabat, since the play related to actuality and to daily living. 


It has been reported to our correspondent that a committee of television 
personnel will soon take up the matter of Lapid's decision not to permit the 
filmings for the report on "Mikre Gvul" and will consider its steps after 
discussion about it with the Director of the Broadcast Authority. 


Tzion: Constant Struggle 


Senior correspondents in the television news department yesterday expressed 
bitterness on the intervention of Lapid in matters which, according to then, 
touch upon freedom of expression in the broadcasts of the news department. 
The director of Tzavta T.A., Nissim Tzion, said yesterday that Tzavta has 
recently been dealing with procedural and censorship problems more than with 
art itself. "A situation has been created wherein we are not permitted to 
touch any practical and actual probiem," Tzion said. "Since we are a theater 
which responds to actuality, we find ourselves in a constant struggle over 
freedom of expression." 


As will be recalled, the Advisory Board for Criticism of Films and Plays a 
few weeks ago cancelled the film of Yehuda (Jad) Na‘aman, "The Night the King 
Was Born," a film produced by Tzavta. Tzavta appealed the decision of the 
censor, who eventually decided to grant the appeal and authorize the film. 

"I greatly suspect that gradually we shall all be weakened by this struggle, 
both the correspondents who review the subject of culture and the arts as 
well as the creators themselves," said Tzion. "What would they want us to 
deal with, problems taking place on the toon?" 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


DESTRUCTION OF CITRUS TREES--A large number of plantation owners in Gaza 
Strip are still uprooting their citrus fruit trees, due to the drop in 
prices and the lack of markets for them abroad. At the same time, produc- 
tion costs have risen, due to the rise in fuel prices and the increase in 
wages, The area of trees destroyed is estimated at about 15 percent, in 
addition to the fruit that has been left on the trees without being picked. 
It should be mentioned that the citrus produce of the occupied areas are the 
only ones that do not receive a subsidy. [Text] [Jerusalem AL-QUDS in 
Arabic 17 May 83 p 4] #7005 


AL-'ISAWIYAH LAND SEIZURE--The military authorities have informed the 
mukhtar of al-'Isawiyah, Mahmud Muhammad ‘Ubayd, of their decision to 
confiscate some 7,000 dunums of land located east of the village in al- 
Ruwabah, al-Hara'iq, Wadi Mahmud, al-Bugay', Umm Sultan, Shi'b al-Qanatir, 
Shi'b Hamid, East and West al-Hawasinah and reservoirs no. 2, 5, and 6. It 
should be recalled that last September, the authorities confiscated about 
5,000 dunums of land from al-'Isawiyah and the neighboring village of al-Tur. 
[Text] [Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 18 May 83 p 1] 7005 


WATER FOR BEDOUIN--Engineer Mustafa ‘Abd al-Nabi al-Natashah, the mayor of 
Hebron, has been supervising the operation of supplying the bedouin tribes 
residing in the Umm al-Khayr area, south of the city of Yata, with their 
water needs. He has issued instructions to the water department to supply 
these tribes with large tanks of drinking water at municipal expense. In 
fact, ample quantities of water has been shipped by means of tanker trucks 
to that area, which suffers at the beginning of each summer from a water 
crisis, due to the paucity of water and the needs of the people and cattle 
for water to satisfy their reqiirements. The inhabitants of the area have 
sent a letter of thanks to the mayor and the water board for their efforts. 
[Text] [Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 18 May 83 p 2] 7005 


LAND SEIZURE METHOD--The Israeli authorities have used a new method to seize 
a vast area of land in Nablus, located within municipality limits. They 
published a notice issued by the officer in charge of transportation affairs, 
in one of the Israeli newspapers, in order to appropriate this land. 

They set a time limit, to expire on the 25th of this month, for any opposi- 
tion to this seizure. Note that the law stipulates publishing this notice 
in one of the local newspapers. The owners of this land have obtained an 
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order from the Supreme Court preventing the authorities from changing the 
postings of this land, or opening any roads through it, before consideration 
of this case is concluded. [Text] [Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 20 May 

83 p 3[ 7005 


ARAB WORKERS--The number of Arab workers from the occupied areas who work 

in Israel is some 75,000, of whom some 52,000 receive their pay by means of 
service offices, 12,000 are employed independently and 11,000 work illegally. 
The minimum wage received by the workers is 11,274 shekels. [Text] 
[Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 25 May 83 p 2] 7005 


SALARIES PAID BY JORDAN-~The authorities have imposed new regulations 
pertaining to the distribution of salaries paid to employees in the West 
Bank, who are paid bv Jordan. According to these regulations, every 

employee must go to administrative control offices to obtain their salaries 
from authorized agents, under the supervision of the civilian administration. 
The authorities have confiscated the pay of a number of employees in Tulkaram 
who did not pick up their pay, and turned ot over to the development fund. 
[Text] [Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 27 May 83 p 3] 7005 


CSO: 4404/429 
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JORDAN 


LOAN AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH SAUDI ARABIA 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 28 April 83 p 3 


[Article: "Two Loan Agreements Signed By Government and Saudi Development 
Fund. 12.5 Million Dinars To Be Supplied for Financing Al-‘Aqaba Thermal 
Power Plant Project, To Irrigate 5100 Dunums of Land in Al-Aghwar Al- 
Janubiyah"] 


[Text] Two agreements for loans were signed yesterday in the National Plan- 
ning Council by the Jordanian government and the Saudi Development Fund, ac- 
cording to which the fund will provide Jordan with two loans valued at 12.5 

million Jordanian dinars. 


The first agreement states that 11.2 million Jordanian dinars are to be sup- 
plied for participation in financing the al-‘Aqaba thermal power plant pro- 
ject which will consist of the erection of an electricity generating plant 
with two steam units, each one of which has a capacity of 130 megawatts, in 
addition to an overhead transmission line of 400 kilovolts with a range of 
320 kilometers to connect the generating station in al-'Aqaba with the trans- 
former in south Amman. 


The second agreement states that a loan of 1.3 million Jordanian dinars will 
be supplied for participation in a project to irrigate al-Aghwar al-Janubiyah. 
The goal of the project is to irrigate 5100 dunums of land in al-Aghwar 
al-Janubiyah. 


Dr Hanna ‘Awdah, chairman of the National Planning Council, signed the agree- 
ments for the Jordanian government, while Shaykh Muhammad Al-Saqir, vice- 
chairman of the board of the Saudi Development Fund, signed for the fund. 


The signing was attended by the general director of the Jordanian Electricity 
Authority, the vice-president of the Jordan Valley Authority, the Saudi charge 
d'affaires in Amman and a number of officials from the National Planning Coun- 
cil and the Saudi Development Fund. 


Dr Hanna ‘Awdah, chairman of the National Planning Council, gave a speech in 
which he expressed Jordan's thanks and gratitude for Saudi participation in 
Jordanian development projects, saying: "The cooperation between the two 
brother countries, the foundations of which were laid by His Highness King 
al-Husayn and His Highness King Fahd, has been long and constructuve in sup- 
porting and reinforcing brotherly relations in various areas and fields." 
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He added that cooperation between the two countries had not only been highly 
effective reinforcing brotherly relations, but had also supported and rein- 
forced the ties of mutual Arab integration. In this regard he point-d to 
the continuous efforts which had been exerted and are still being exerted by 
Saudi institutions in the area of supplying the requirements of Jordanian 
development projects submitted to them. 


Shaykh Muhammad Al-Saqir, vice-chairman of the board of the Saudi Development 
Fund, also gave a speech, in which he praised the brotherly relations binding 
the two brother peoples, saying: "With the signing of these two agreements, 
the number of agreements signed by the fund and the Jordanian government 
reaches 10, since 8 loan agreements worth a total of 55.4 million Jordanian 
dinars had been signed previously. Therefore, the total value of the loans 
advanced to Jordan by the fund and signed by the parties becomes 62 million 
dinars. 


He pointed out that the board of the Saudi Development Fund had agreed to set 
aside 47 million Jordanian dinars for participation in financing 7 other pro- 
jects which are part of the current Jordanian 5-year development plan. 


He said: "The fund will exert the utmost effort to prepare the loan agree- 
ments for these projects and to prepare for signing them one after the other.” 
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JORDAN 


TRANSPORT AGREEMENT WITH UAE CONCLUDED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 5 May 83 p 5 


[Article by Samih Sayir: “Agreement Made on Regulation of Transporting of 
Passengers and Goods on Roads Between Jordan and UAE"] 


[Text] Mr Ya'qub Haddad, director of road transportation in the transporta- 
tion ministry, returned to Amman after signing an agreement to regulate inter- 
national transportation of passengers and goods by road which was reached by 
the Jordanian government and the United Arab Emirates. 


AL-DUSTUR met with Mr Haddad concerning this agreement. Mr Haddad said that 
the purpose of the agreement was to facilitate and regulate the transporta- 
tion of passengers and goods by road between the two countries and across 
their borders via the transit route, on the basis of the two countries* com- 
mon interests and mutual benefit. 


He added that according to the agreement the concerned authorities in the sig- 
natory countries would undertake the provision of organized services in a 
cooperative manner, both between the two countries or across the borders of 
any one of them, and that a request to obtain a license for a vehicle would 

be made to the concerned authority in the country where the vehicle was regis- 
tered. Moreover, a committee is to be formed, made up of representatives of 
the two signatories, whose task will be to lay down the conditions for issu- 
ing a license, the percentage of transport operations, time schedules, fees 
and any other details needed to make the organized services active, easy and 
effective. 


The agreement also stated that in the case of the casual transportation of 
tourists, it will not be necessary for the concerned authority in any one of 
the signatory states to issue a permit. A casual transport operation is when 
the individuals indicated are transported in the same passenger vehicle on a 
round trip which begins and is supposed tc end in the country in which the 
passenger vehicle is registered, and when a trip starts in a place in the 
country where the passenger vehicle is registered and ends in a specified area 
of the territory of the other signatory state, as well as when the trip is a 
transit operation of a casual nature. 


The agreement also stated that it was not allowed for passenger vehicles regis- 
tered in either of the signatory countries to undertake domestic transport of 
passengers in the other signatory state. 
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Mr Haddad added that in the area of the transportation of goods the agreement 
said that all operations which involved the international transportation of 
goods and were carried out by means of trucks owned or used by transporters 
from either of the signatory countries would require the issuance of a permit 
in cases of transport between any point in the territory of one of the two 
signatories and any point in the territory of the other, as well as in cases 
of transport from the territory of the other signatory state via transit. 


The agreement permitted the transportation of the following goods without issu- 
ance of a permit: goods and equipment being sent for trade shows to be shown 
and returned, decor and decorations needed for stages, musical instruments 

and recording equipment used on radio or television or to record cinematic 
films, broken-down vehicles, the furniture of those leaving the country, the 
corpses of the dead and equipment and material used for helping humanity in 
emergency situations. 


The transport director pointed out that taxes and fees assessed on interna- 
tional road transport operations undertaken by transporters from one of the 
signatories in the territory of the other signatory were to be payed in full 
according to the laws, regulations and rules applied in the territory of the 
other country. Fuel found in the reserve tanks of the vehicle is spared the 
taxes and fees, and the vehicle's crew are allowed to bring in their personal 
belongings. 


The agreement stated as well that a joint committee must be formed consisting 
of representatives from the two signatory states, the task of which was to be 
the overseeing of the enforcement of the provisions of this agreement and the 
treatment of any obstacles that might stand in the way of its enforcement. 
The committee is to meet when requested to do so by either of the two states 
or when the concerned authorities request it. It is allowed to the vehicles 
affected by this agreement and belonging to either of the two signatory 
states to remain in the territory of the other state for a period not to ex- 
ceed 20 days. 
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JORDAN 


FERTILIZER COMPANY ISSUES ANNUAL REPORT 

Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 30 April 83 p 9 

[Article: "In Yearly Report of Jordanian Fertilizer Manufacturing Company: 
150 Million Dinars Is What Fertilizer Manufacturing Center Cost. Our Geo- 
graphical Position Gives Us Competitive Advantage in Markets"] 

[Text] The seventh yearly report of the board of directors of the Jordanian 
Fertilizer Manufacturing Company says that the phosphate fertilizer industrial 
center project was completed in 1982 when His Highness King Al-Husayn offici- 
ally opened the center on the 30th of last November. This complex consists of 
the following units and facilities: 


two units for producing sulfuric acid, each one of which can make 1800 tons 
per day; 


a unit for producing phosphoric acid with a capacity of 1250 tons per day; 


two units for producing phosphate fertilizers, each of which has a capacity 
of 1100 tons of either ammonium monophosphate or ammonium diphosphate; 


two fertilizer refining units, each with a capacity of 30 tons per hour; 
storehouses for fertilizer and raw materials; 

an electric power generating station with a capacity of 44 megawatts; 

an industrial port owned by the Jordanian government to be used for purposes 
of exporting the products of the Jordanian Fertilizer Company and the Arabian 
Potash Company, as well as for importing the necessary materials. 

The Stages of the Project's Execution 

The general contractor during the past year supervised the activities of the 
sub-contractors and of the various equipment suppliers, so that the necessary 


inspections were done on the equipment, machinery and devices, which were then 
tested in preparation for initial use. 
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The complex's units were subjected to initial use on the following dates: 
sulfur unloading equipment in the industrial harbor--mid-January 1982; 
general infrastructure--—March 1982--including: 


the electricity generating plant: the steam boilers and the turbines, along 
with related equipment, the sea water pumping plant used for cooling, and the 
water treatment unit; 


the first sulphuric acid unit--the start of May 1982; 
the mechanical equipment at the complex--May 1982; 
the phosphoric acid factory--end of May 1982; 

the fertilizer factory—-—June 1982; 


initial coming on-line of one of the two sulfuric acid units--September 1982, 
with the second unit to come on-line this year; initial coming on-line of the 
first fertilizer unit--December 1982; second unit to come on-line this year. 


The technical assistant closely examined and supervised the activities of the 
general contractor and the sub-contractors, as well as the setting up of 
methods for calculating production costs, the conservation program and general 
safety rules. 


The Industrial Complex 


The phase of test production of fertilizer began at the end of June 1982, its 
goal being to test the extent of the actual capabilities of the complex's 
machinery and equipment and the degree to which their productive capacities 
corresponded to their designed capacities, as well as to overcome difficulties 
which normally appear in the stages of test utilization. Thus, in this period, 
117,700 tons of ammonium diphosphate were produced, (0-46-18) being the ratio 
of the elements of nitrogen, phosphorous and potash. The entire quantity was 
produced in accordance with world commercial specifications. 


The following schedule shows the quantities of fertilizer, intermediate chemi- 
cals and facilities produced during the year, in the awareness that this period 
was one of experimenting with the machines and devices at the complex: 


sulfuric acid--191,420 tons 

phosphoric acid--65, 350 tons 

fertilizer--117,700 tons 

plaster--400 tons 

fluorosiltcic acid--20 tons 

electricity generating plant--62,400 megawatts per hour 


During the test utilization period in 1982, the factory used the following 


chemical and primary materials: raw phosphate, sulphur, ammonia and water 
(from Qa‘al-Disah), fuel oil, diesel oil and sand (silica), and (triboli.) 
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The industrial port was used to export fertilizer and to import some primary 
materials, so that 5 ships were loaded with fertilizer for India and Italy, 
while 11 carrying sulphur and ammonia were unloaded. 


The New Projects 
The Aluminum Fluoride Project 


The Jordanian Fertilizer Manufacturing Company had on 2 December 81 signed a 
contract with a Swedish firm for building a factory to produce aluminum fluor- 
ide with a capacity of 20 thousand tons per year using fluorosilicic, which 
accompanies the production of the phosphoric acid, with the goal of protect- 
ing the environment from pollution on the one hand and producing the desired 
aluminum fluoride on the other. 


By the end of 1982, the company had fulfilled approximately 70 percent of the 
project's engineering specifications and executed about 47 percent of the civil 
construction and the steel installations on the site. It also finished making 
requests to purchase approximately 94 percent of the factory's equipment, of 
which 11.4 percent had reached the site. As for the remainder, it was expected 
to reach al-‘Aqaba gradually during the first half of this year. 


According to the implementation program drawn up by the company, it is ex- 
pected that construction of the factory will be completed and the period of 
trial utilization will begin in March 1984, The Jordanian Fertilizer Manufac- 
turing Company will take possession of the aluminum fluoride factory in June 
1984, as the contract states. 


Expenditures on the project had reached 3.1 million Jordanian dinars by the 
end of 1982, calculated on the basis of total project costs, which are esti- 
mated to be 10 million Jordanian dinars. 

The technical advisor on the project undertakes supervision of project imple- 
mentation and checks up on the project equipment during the industrialization 
operation. 

Marketing 

Purchasing raw materials 

In 1982, 91,370 tons of sulfur and 45,155 tons of ammonia were imported from 
various foreign and Arab companies and 239,000 tons of phosphate were purchased 
from the Jordanian Phosphate Mines Company in accordance with the contract 
signed by the two companies. 

Sales 


Ammonium diphosphate fertilizer 


The company exported 70,250 tons of this fertilizer during the last 5 months 
of 1982, a quantity valued at 4.8 million dinars. 
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It was marketed to India, Italy, Saudi Arabia and on the domestic market. 


It is expected that sales on the Jordanian market will rise palpably in the 
coming years, after the Jordanian farmers get used to using Jordanian fertil- 
izer. 


Phosphoric Acid 


A three-year agreement has been signed with a Japanese company for it to pur- 
chase 35,000 tons a year of phosphoric acid (concentration of 54 percent). 
Exportation of this substance is expected to start during the second quarter 
of 1983, 


Sulphuric Acid 


The company has begun to deliver sulphuric acid to the Jordanian market. It 
will fill all the needs of this market, and it will soon make the contacts 
necessary for exporting this acid to neighboring Arab markets. 


Aluminum fluoride 


In 1982, the company began to make the contacts necessary for doing a more 
successful study of the means used to sell aluminum fluoride. It is expected 
that it will be produced in the near future. These contacts will be continued 
through 1983 so that a marketing strategy for this substance can be prepared. 


Coordination Between the Companies Producing Fertilizers and Their Raw Mater- 
ials in Jordan 


With guidance from His Highness Crown Prince Hasan, a supreme committee has 
been formed to coordinate action by the Jordanian companies producing fertil- 
izers and their raw materials and it is the Arab Potash Company [as published]. 
This committee studies and does research on crucial issues of mutual impor- 
tance for these companies and the means of achieving coordination among them. 


The company devotes special interest to the matter of coordination, and hopes 
that the efforts exerted in this area will lead to the realization of desired 
goals, so that the fertilizer sector will be able to undertake a more effec- 
tive role in the economic activity of the kingdon. 


1224 
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LEBANON 


GEORGE HAWI MEETS QULAYLAT, MAKES STATEMENT 
NC161030 (Clandestine) Voice of Arab Lebanon in Arabic 0530 GMT 16 Jun 83 


[Text] [Independent Nasirite Movement al-Murabitun leader] Brother 
Ibrahim Qulaylat has received at the movement's headquarters the secre- 
tary general of the Lebanese Communist Party, Comrade George Hawi, who was 
accompanied by the member of the Communist Party Political Bureau, 

Comrade Khalil Na'uf. A number of brother members of the movement's 
command attended the meeting. 


The discussions during the meeting dealt with the current political situation 
and its developments in Lebanon, particularly the consolidation and develop- 
ment of the united national stand toward the Lebanese-Israeli agreement. 


After the meeting, Comrade Hawi said: Undoubtedly, the current serious situa- 
tion was discussed during our meeting with brother Ibrahim Qulaylat and the 
other brothers in the movement's command. It is known that a further step 
toward imposing the humiliating agreement on our people has been taken at 

the Chamber of Deputies. Everybody is aware of the extent of the repre- 
sentative nature of this chamber. However, this chamber's step will not 
deceive public opinion. 


Comrade Hawi emphasized that the Chamber of Deputies’ approval of the agree- 
ment will not render the agreement applicable, but it will deepen the 
government's crisis. He affirmed that the struggle against the agreement, 
and for the unconditional withdrawal of the Zionist occupation forces, is 
one and the same as the struggle against the Phalangist military domination 
of the government. 


Comrade Hawi praised the escalating national rejection of the agreement--a 
rejection that is expressed by the basic national political forces as well 
as by the heroes of the Lebanese National Resistance Front in their actions 
against occupation, including the Ansar camp. 


He said: The international situation is in favor of our struggle against this 
agreement and in favor of the unconditional withdrawal of the Israeli occupa- 
tion forces from our country in implementation of UN Security Council resolu- 
tions 508 and 509. 


He asserted that our people and national and progressive forces in Lebanon and 
in Beirut will rise to the level of the task of restoring Lebanon's inde- 
pendence and ensuring its unity and its people's rights to democratic 
development. 
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BRIEFS 


SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN STRUGGLE--The town of Tripoli is witnessing a struggle 
between the Syrians and the Palestinians for control over it. The Syrians 
have selected about 150 members of the intelligence department in the town 
and given them special tasks. The Syrians have also brought 500 members 
of the defense squads, dressed as civilians, into the al-Qubbah and 

Ba'l Mushin areas and placed them under the command of As-Sa'iqah. The 
Fatah movement has been organizing its members inside the town and has 
reinstituted Ahmad al-As'ad, who is famous for committing acts of violence, 
as head of the 17th Security Department in the north. It has also opened 
centers in various quarters of the town in preparation for the leaders to 
move to them. [Text] [NC152047 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 2015 GMT 
15 Jun 83] 


CONSUMER GOODS BANNED--Informed sources in Beirut have said that the 
Zionist occupation forces have been banning the entry of consumer goods 
into areas under their control. The invading Zionist forces yesterday 
prevented trucks laden with consumer goods from going to southern Lebanon 
and forced them to return to Beirut. [Text] [JN140707 Damascus Domestic 
Service in Arabic 0515 GMT 14 Jun 83] 


PHALANGISTS RESPOND TO COERCION--A responsible source in the Lebanese forces 
said that the socialists are violating the agreements and are persisting 

in their plan to evacuate the original inhabitants in some villages in 
al-Shuf and ‘Alayh by using coercion, physical intimidation, and killings. 
This time, armed socialists killed a citizen of Majdlayya on the 
Majdlayya-Baysur road. After exposing the socialists’ objectives, the 
source said that the Lebanese forces declare that *hey will not remain 
indifferent toward these practices. [Text] [NC112054 Beirut Voice of 

Lebanon in Arabic 2015 GMT 11 Jun 83] 


BOMBINGS AGAINST IDF--According to information received by the Voice of 
Lebanon Radio, the head of the Revolutionary Socialist Organization 
{[Al-Munazzamah al-Ishtirakiyah ath-Thawriyah], Murshid Shabbu, has been given 
the task of carrying out bombings aimed at Israeli commands and centers. 

In al-Shuwayfat, the socialists have obtained military uniforms from the 

U.S. and Italian soldiers participating in the multinational force and dis- 
tributed them to their members. [Text] [NC151835 Beirut Voice of Lebanon 

in Arabic 1715 GMT 15 Jun 83] 
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LEFTIST GROUPS TRAINING--Officers belonging to Lieutenant Ahmad al-Khatib 
and commanded by Major Ziyad al-Humsi are training groups belonging to the 
leftist parties. A training camp for this purpose has been set up between 
the towns of Sa'd Nayil and Ta'labaya in the Zahlah district. A center 
for the so-called Arab Army of Lebanon has been set up in the area of 

Abu Samra in Tripoli close to a Syria forces’ position in the olive groves 
there. [Text] [NC141325 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1215 GMT 

14 Jun 83) 


ISRAELI ARRESTS PROTESTED--The mass arrests made by the Israeli forces 

in the south, and particularly in Dayr Qanun al-Nahr in the Tyre district, 
have caused wide-scale protests and denunciation by the residents in the 
south against the actions of the Israeli occupation forces, which have 
arrested more than 200 people from Dayr Qanun al-Nahr in the past 4 days. 
The residents of the town today carried out wide-ranging activity which 
involved the spiritual and political leaderships. A delegation of towns- 
people visited the deputy chairman of the higher Islamic Shi'ite council, 
Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din, and explained to him the difficulties 
being faced by the town, which has been surrounded by the Israeli forces 
for the past 4 days. Shaykh Shams al-Din discussed this subject and de- 
nounced the Israeli actions. He called on the Lebanese authorities to 
raise the matter before international quarters. Lawyer Nabih Barri, 
chairman of the Amal Movement Command council, also discussed the subject 
after receiving a delegation from the town. He cabled UN Secretary 
General Perez de Cuellar demanding quick intervention to check the Israeli 
actions. The residents of the town also addressed an appeal to the 
Lebanese authority and international organizations calling for quick 
intervention to lift the Israeli siege of the town. [Text] [NC132134 
Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 13 Jun 83] 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


IMPLICATIONS OF FATAH MUTINY EXAMINED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 173, 4-10 Jun 83 pp 10-12 
(Article: "Arab-Iranian Role in Biggest Mutiny Inside Fatah"/ 


[Text] The scope of the Fatah mutiny has widened. It is apparent from the 
developments of the last few days that it is not a spontaneous operation 
but a plan to overthrow the current Palestinian leadership. 


At the end of last week the "mutineers" occupied six buildings belonging to 
Fatah in Damascus. These are buildings for support services and they employ 
about 400 persons. This action came after Yasir ‘Arafat ordered supplies 
to be cut off from the mutineers in the Biqa’ and northern Lebanon in order 
to stop the mutiny without bloodshed. 


"Arafat reacted to this escalating action by placing a heavy guard around all 
the Fatah installations in Syria and by resisting any authority trying to 
occupy them. It is rumored that he is inclined to close all of Fatah's 
offices in Damascus and move the cadres and Palestinian fighters out of Syria. 


Fatah's leaders decided to shift ‘Arafat's office from Damascus to Tripoli 
(Lebanon). Syrian officials regard what is happening within Fatah as a 
"purely Palestinian operation” in which Damascus is not involved. 


The fact is when the mutiny began last 10 May, it was widely believed to be 

a passing cloud, merely the outburst of a group of officers caused by the 
pressure of the circumstances that followed the departure from Beirut. Every- 
thing was expected to subside after Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the PLO execu- 
tive committee returned to Damascus and visited the Palestinian sectors con- 
centrated in the Lebanese Biqa' inasmuch as this movement had no history or 
foreign links. 


After a week the polarization intensified and things began to clear up. It 
was apparent to the Palestinian leadership that what was happening was not 
spontaneous or a hasty reaction to administrative measures, but the work of 

a powerful and old organization with extensions and roots inside and outside 
the Palestine arena and with a facade in the form of a group of officers led 
by Col Muhammad Sa'id Musa (Abu Musa), deputy director of the joint operations 
room of the Palestinian resistance. 
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Story of the Organization 


The information obtained by AL-MAJALLAH from many responsible Palestinian 
sources indicates that the rebel movement is far more widespread than was 
announced and that it involves a large number of officers and leadership 
cadres in addition to about 20 members of the Revolutionary Council and 2 
members of the central committee of Fatah, i.e., Nimr Salih (Abu Salih) and 
Samih Kuwayk (Qadri), and that it has an extension in other "Fatah" areas, 
especially the Kuwait area where a group headed by ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Sayyid, 
a member of the secretariat general of the Union of Palestinian Writers and 
Journalists, announced their support of the mutineers. 


The story of this mutiny, which is considered the first in the Fatah movement 
since the beginning of the Palestinian revolution and which constitutes a 
great challenge to ‘Arafat's leadership and waves the banner he had often 
raised, which says that Fatah is an indivisible prime number. One must start 
with an account, however brief, of the history and circumstances that created 
this bloc, its principles and orientation. 


After the events of September 1970 there appeared a faction in the Fatah move- 
ment that was regarded as the left axis in the Palestinian arena. It included 
Abu Salih, Majid Abu Sharar, Naji ‘Alush, Abu Da'ud (Muhammad Da'‘ud ‘Awdah, 
Sabri al-Banna (Abu Nidal),Muhammad Abu Mayzar (Abu Hatim), Samih Kuwayk 
(Qadri), and Munir Shafiq. At the third conference of Fatah this group was 
able to make Abu Salih a member of the central committee, place Majid Abu 
Sharar in the secretaryship of the Revolutionary Council, and make the 
above-mentioned individuals, with the exception of Munir Shafiq, members of 
this council. 


This bloc had its meetings and internal circulars but it never had a confron- 
tation with Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the PLO executive committee, until the 
mid-1970's. Following the October 1973 war and the emergence of the 
political ideas that distinguished that period, including the slogan of 
Palestinian national authority, the bloc began to crack and fragmentize. It 
split apart and became a group of currents, distant from or close to one 
another according to the degree of closeness or estrangement between the 
Soviet Union and China. The orientation espoused by Munir Shafiq is know 
as the Maoist orientation while Abu Salih's orientation is the Soviet orien- 
tation. Naji ‘'Alush's group vacillated between the two orientations until it 
joined a bloc that included Abri al-Banna (Abu Nidal) and Abu Da'ud. It was 
net long before the bloc broke up, with ‘'Alush leaving to form a new party 
outside of Fatah called the "Arab People's Movement" while Abu Nidal chose 
the path he is now traveling and Abu Da'ud pledged himself to Fatah after the 
attempt to assassinate him in Warsaw. He was then restored to the position 
he held in the last National Council which met in Algiers last February. 


At the fourth congress of Fatah held in Damascus at the end of 1980, the his- 
toric leadership of the organization, which usually consists of ‘Arafat, 
Khalil al-Wazir (Abu Jihad), Salah Khalaf (Abu Llyad), and Faruq al—Qadumi 
(Abu al-Lutf), was confronted by Abu Salih's faction. The latter was able 

to place tw of its symbolic figures, Majid Abu Sharar and Qadri, on the 
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central committee and make several others members of the Revolutionary 
Council, namely, Abu Musa, Abu Khalid al-'Umlah, Dr Ilyas Shawfani, and 
Abu Majdi (Colonel Muhammad al-Badr). 


This bloc assiduously continued to augment its ranks and forces without 
having a direct confrontation with ‘Arafat until Majid Abu Sharar was 
assassinated in Rome on 10 October 1981. Abu Sharar was considered the 
brains and mainspring of the movement and a continuous obstacle to its 
extension outside of the Palestinian area and its remaining as an inseparable 
part of Fatah. The bloc was staggered and almost dissolved. It would have 
disappeared were it not for the war and the conditions and realities which 
followed the departure from Beirut. It is worth noting that this faction, 
Abu Salih in particular, regarded ‘Arafat's warnings against last year's 
war as a "mere maneuver" aimed at forcing the resistance to withdraw from 
southern Lebanon and having the Lebanese Army and U.N. forces deploy in the 
security zone Israel was demanding, a zone 40 kilometers wide that extended 
as far as the Zahrani River south of Sidon. 


The Beginning in Damascus 


As soon as the Palestinian forces began to leave Beirut, the symbolic figures 
of the left - Abu Salih, Abu Musa, Abu Majdi, Abu Khalid al-'Umlah, Dr 

Shawf ani, Abu Akram, and Abu Ra'd —- headed for Damascus where, in a situation 
where the Palestinian leders were scattered and involved with the developments 
that followed the departure from Beirut, they moved swiftly to take advantage 
of the new reality and of the struggle between Fatah's leaders, on the one 
hand, and Syria, Lebanon, and Iran, on the other. 


Whereas the officers considered loyal to the historic leadership were dis- 
tributed between Tunisia, Algeria, and Sudan, and the two Yemens, the 
officers representing the rebel faction all of whom had served in the 
Jordanian Army and lived in the West Bank, were concentrated in the Bigqa'. 
They started to attract military units and create strongholds for themselves 
in the Palestinian camps in the Ba'labakk region and northern Lebanon. 


The first clash between ‘Arafat and this faction occurred at the second Fes 
summit last September. Abu Salih, a member of the Palestinian delegation, 
led the group opposed to Palestinian approval of the Fes resolutions and 
issued a statement expressing reservations on the resolutions that circulated 
in the corridors of the conference. It was signed by two members of the PLO 
executive committee, Ahmad (Abu Mahir) al-Yamani for the Popular Front and 
Talal Naji for the General Command. The Sa‘iqah organization abstained in 
keeping with the Syrian stand on signing the statement. 





When the conference ended, Abu Salih quit the Palestinian delegation and de- 
cided to fly back to Damascus on the same plane with President Hafiz al- 

asad. When interviewed by LE MONDE, he said ‘Arafat "does not represent the 
Palestinian people" and accused the Palestinian leader of abandoning the de- 
cisions of the National Council and the goals and programs of the revolution. 
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With the intensification of the dispute between Fatah's leaders, on the one 
hand, and Syria and Libya, on the other, the operation of polarization 
launched by this bloc widened and it became obvious that "something" was afoot 
inside Fatah and that a split was about to materialize. This was con- 

firmed by the fact that Abu Salih visited Iran without informing the 
Palestinian leaders. During the visit he made a violent attack on Iraq and 

in answering the question of who represented the Palestinian people said, 

ad do." 


It was at this time that the leaders began to sense something going on. They 
got in touch with some symbolic figures of the bloc and invited a number of 
them to Kuwait during the meetings of the central committee early this 

year. But, as it became clear afterward, these contacts did not help in 

the attempt to attack this bloc from within. 


Zero Hour 


According to sensitive and reliable information reaching AL~MAJALLAH from 

a variety of sources, the months that followed the departure from Beirut 

and the intertwined Palestinian and Arab circumstances ripened the bloc 

to the point where it began to search for the "zero hour" in which to 
announce itself officially on the pretext of demanding the reform of Fatah's 
circumstances from within and limiting individual behaviors on both the 
organizational and political levels. The information indicates that the 
search for the "zero hour" to determine it was carried out in consultation 
with Iran and Libya and with the Syrian-controlled Sa'iqah organization, the 
General Command, and the People's Struggle Front in the Palestinian arena. 
The information revealed that an operations room was formed to continue 

the work in which several officials from the three fronts participated. This 
bloc was represented by Abu Salih. The information indicated that these 
meetings and contacts took place behind the backs of Abdu Musa, Qadri, and 
other officers of lower rank such as Abu Ra'd and Abu ‘Isa. 

In the light of these meetings and contacts, the "zero hour" was set to 
coincide with the meeting of the National Council so that if the Council 
agreed to Reagan's initiative or to authorize King Husayn to negotiate or 

to the "open-up" to Egypt, the renegade group would announce itself. It is 
indicated here that Abu Salih «hose to remain in Damascus during the meeting 
of the Council and that he was not compelled to stay away by a decision of 

the Palestinian leaders. As a result, his membership in the central committee 
was not frozen by decree but by implicit agreement between the other members 
of the committee. 


Since the Council did not authorize King Husayn to speak in the name of the 
Palestinians and rejected both Reagan's initiative and a rapprochement with 
Egypt, the search for a new "zero hour" began. It ended with the choice of 
the time when the Jordanian-Palestinian talks were to be held. The mutiny 
would start with the appearance of the first signs of success of the negotia- 
tions between King Husayn and ‘Arafat. When the Jordanian-Palestinian dialogue 
ended as it did and ‘Arafat became reconciled with al-Asad, the leaders of 

the mutiny began to fear that the opportunity might slip from their hands and 
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that the weapons could all be turned against them. They quickly decided, 
therefore, to explode the situation as soon as the chairman of the PLO 
executive committee took any action. 


It seems they were expecting ‘Arafat to exploit his reconciliation with al- 
Asad to settle his accounts with them and destroy the strongholds they had 
built over a period of about 9 months. Hence they regarded ‘Arafat's 
decision to transfer about 50 officers to Tunisia as the first blow. So 

they moved quickly and announced their mutiny on 10 May, applying the proverb, 
"Have them for breakfast before they have you for dinner." 


Money and Weapons 


After the mutiny and revolt was announced, say the sources, Libya and Iran 
acted immediately to gain control over the situation before it slipped out 
of their hands, especially since the Syrians no longer showed the same 
enthusiasm toward the group after the reconciliation with ‘Arafat that they 
had before. 


Here the information reaching Palestinian officials indicated that on the 
third day of the mutiny Libya sent to Damascus two airplanes carrying arms 

and ammunition and that it handed over a check for $3 million to one of the 
symbolic figures of the movement in addition to issuing instructions to a 
Libyan brigade stationed along the Syrian-Lebanese borders to enter Lebanese 
territories and to deploy in areas where the rebels were located to help them 
in case they were attacked by the forces supporting the historic Fatah leader- 
ship. 


At the same time, according to the information, Iranian Foreign Minister 

"Ali Akbar Velayati secretly visited Damascus where he held a series of 
meetings with Abu Salih and told him that Iran was placing all its resources 
at the disposal of the mutiny. In this connection it is rumored that Velayati 
had brought with him $5 million which he turned over to the leaders of the 
mutiny. 


Demands of the Mutineers 


As for the demands announced by the mutineers, it is worth noting that 

the latter have issued up to now four statements containing their basic 
demands. They emphasize that they do not intend to break away from Fatah in 
any way whatsoever, that they want mostly organizational and political 
reforms and demand that the leadership cancel its recent administrative 
actions. It is said here that Abu Musa and the majority supporting him 
refuse to break away and insist on reforms and reforms alone. They maintain 
their movement is peaceful, whereas Abu Salih is inclined to favor a 
military settlement and proclaim a split as long as the balance of power is 
in their favor. 


The following appeared in the statement: 
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(1) Nullification of both the military decrees already issued and all the 
other organizational decrees aimed at removing a certain unit from its 
combat positions. 


(2) Announcement of a decree dismissing from their posts Colonel Abu Hajim 
and all those who lost heart or colluded in the last war and bringing them 
to trial in a revolutionary court. 


(3) Issuance of a decree requiring clear and unambiguous resistance to the 
American-Zionist plan which is aimed at attacking the Palestinian revolution 
and liquidating the Palestinian cause, as reflected in the Reagan plan, the 
Fes resolutions, and the confederation plan. 


(4) Clear and unambiguous announcement about holding on to the Biga’ and 
northern Lebanon, officially opposing the Lebanese-Israeli-American settle- 
ment, and escalating the armed strugyle until the Zionist occupation is 
dislodged from Lebanese territory once and for all. 


(S) Implementation of the political program. 


(6) Clear announcement about a serious stand in the national Arab con- 
frontation front against the American plan in our region as a basic part of 
it and emphasis on our obvious alliance with the socialist countries, fore- 
most among them the Soviet Union. 


These are the announced demands. As for the unannounced demands, a responsi- 
ble Palestinian source said the rebels demanded the removal of several 

Fatah officials from their posts, including 'Abd-al-Rahman, a Palestinian 
information official, Ziyad 'Abd-al-Fattah, an official of the Palestinian 
news agency WAFA, and Nabil ‘Amr, a resistance radio broadcast official, in 
addition to some other officials employed in Palestinian offices and foreign 
missions. 


Cauterization is the End of the Treatment 


As for the way the Palestinian leadership treated the matter, it was obvious 
from the beginning that the prevailing tendency was not to resort to arms 
or to hasten to adopt forcible preventive measures but to play for time 
until the supporters of the mutiny were disclosed. 


The way they handled the situation was clearly slow in the first meeting 
neld after ‘Arafat returned to Damascus from Tunis when he praised Abu 

Musa and described him as a sagacious leader who was a "great loss" for Fatah 
and the Palestinian revolution. In addition to ‘Arafat's repeated visits to 
the Biqa’ and northern Lebanon, the Palestinian leaders held a series of 

long meetings in which they pondered the circumstances and dimensions of the 
mutiny and made a number of decisions to refrain from using arms and to 
envelop the movement by peaceful means so as to prevent foreign meddling 

in the Paiestinian revolution. 
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Against this background the Fatah central committee issued a circular 
containing the following decrees which constitute the definitive reaction 
to the rebels’ demands and do not suggest that ‘Arafat will cancel his 
military and ortanizational decrees: 


(1) The regular 12th session of the Revolutionary Council is to be held 
on 17 May as per the decision of the Council made at its previous 

Session in Aden. The purpose is to discuss the political, organizational, 
and operational situations, make the necessary decisions, and prepare to 
hold the fifth general conference of the movement scheduled for this month 
in accordance with the charter of the movement. 


(2) The central committee charges the general commander ('‘Arafat) with 
issuing military decrees to emphasize the combat activity of the Palestinian 
revolutionary forces stationed in Lebanon and Syria as follows: 


- The leadership is to constitute a front embracing all the Palestinian 
revolutionary forces stationed in Lebanon and Syria in accordance with the 
instructions of the Gipreme Military Council. 


- Brother Brig Gen Atmad ‘Afanah (Abu al-Mu'tasim) (deputy chief of staff) 
is to command this front in addition to performing his regular duties. 


- The brother officers whose names follow are to be placed under the brother 
general commander: Col Abu Musa, Col Muhammad al-Badr (Abu Majdi), Lt 

Col Ziyad al-Saghir, Lt Col Wasif ‘Urayqat (Abu Ra'‘'d), and Major Mahmud 

"Isa (Abu "Isa). 


- All dealings or contacts by the armed forces with them are subject to their 
areas of responsibility. 


"Moreover, the central committee recommended that brother Col al-Hajj Isma'il 
be placed under the command of the commander of the front, the deputy chief 
of staff." 


The rebels issued a statement in which they affirmed their rejection of 
these decrees which they regard as less than what they want. They con- 
sidered that convening the Revolutionary Council is useless because of their 
conviction that ‘Arafat controls it completely. They also refused to accept 
the suggestion that convening the fifth conference of the movement is in 
accordance with a previous decision, which would create the impression that 
the decision to hold the conference was within the framework of the conces- 
sions offered by the leadership to the rebels. 


After that the leaders started to widen the scope of their attack on the 
dissidents. Some of them called for more decisive action. Then they began 

to talk about Libyan and other foreign ties with the rebels. Fatah leaders 
with ‘Arafat at their head threatened to "cut off the tongue” of Col Mu' 
ammar al-—Qadhdhafi and called him an "ant" which they could crush whenever 
they wished. From Abu Jihad came the first indication that the intelligence 
agency of an Arab government was involved in the mutiny. This was in an inter- 
view he gave last week to a correspondent of the TIMES of London. 
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A statement released by the office of the deputy general commander (Abu 
Jihad) said the movement has abundant information on the background of the 
mutiny which "it will announce in due time with figures and documents." 
Nevertheless, a senior Palestinian official told AL-MAJALLAH that the 
Palestinian leadership will continue to use the element of time and seek 
the facts and that "the principle of settling disputes within the ranks 

of the Palestinian revolution by democratic methods will remain in force 
until the end." This is in spite of the actions recently taken by the 
leadership to cut off supply lines and withhold pay from the rebels. 


The Palestinian organizations, the Popular Front and the Democratic Front 
in particular, are now playing the role of intermediaries. The two 
announced they were against the split, while the other organizations 
(Sa'iqah, the General Command, and the Struggle Front) are supporting the 
rebels and moving in a direction to create a rapid split. ‘Arafat 

recently discovered that 55 of Abu Nidal's men had joined the rebels. 
Palestinian sources believe Abu Nidal shifted his command post close to the 
site of events a month ago in preparation for participating in the 

mutiny for which he had been calling for about 10 years. 


At any rate, the situation can be described as being very delicate. The 
Palestinian leadership is redoubling its efforts to prevent an explosion. 
The next few days will crystalize developments, positive or negative, with 
due regard for the possibility of war with Israel breaking out in the Biqa'. 
This would result in a new mixture of colors and in a situation that 

cannot be appraised at the present time. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO LEADERS IN NORTH LEBANON INTERVIEWED 
Nicosia AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 15 May 83 pp 19-21 


{Interview with PLO leaders Lt Col ‘Abd-al-Mu'ti, Abu Mustafa, Abu al-Yasar, 
Lt Col Walid, Firas, Abu Sa‘du by AL-HURRIYAH correspondent Nu'man Muhammad 
given in PLO guerilla camps throughout North Lebanon; date not given. ] 


[Text] We began in the headquarters of the Palestinian national liberation 
movement, FATAH, where we met with Lt Col ‘Abd-al-Mu'ti, commander of the Pal- 
estinian revolution forces in the north, and chief of the FATAH organization 
in the area. This was the interview: 


[Question] To what extent have the factions of the revolution in the region 
been able to coordinate their efforts? 


["Abd-al-Mu'ti] One of the things that we can boast of in the north and we're 
very proud of is the nationalist unity of this region, embodied more here than 
in any other area, whether on the level of military, political, or security 
matters. 


With regard to security, there is a higher Palestinian security committee com- 
posed of the chief security officers of each organization. It holds periodic 
meetings and working sessions through which the committee follows all issues 
related to political security and the internal security of the camps. This 
committee has set up security subcommittees to which information is channeled 
throughout the region from all the factions of the Resistance. The committee 
also commands a security force which oversees the implementation of all the 
organizations’ tasks and most of the committee's resolutions. 


Militarily, we have our joint plan to defend our camps in the north, and if 
they are thinking of attacking our camps then we will fight them just as we 
fought them in the south and in Beirut. 


[Question] What are you doing to take care of the problem of Lebanese and 
Palestinian refugees in the region? 


["Abd-al-Mu'ti] The greatest problem confronting the Palestinian revolution 
is the issue of the refugees who have left the south and Beirut during the 
war. The seriousness of this problem lies in the fact that if people settle 
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in the Biqa" and the north, then that will contribute to further evacuation 
from the south and Beirut, which is just what the enemy is seeking to achieve 


through its current plan of evacuating Palestinians out of the camps in the 
south and Beirut. 


For this reason, the PLO decided that it was necessary for the refugees to re- 
turn to Beirut and the south, but not to al-Damur. I believe that a large 
number of them have already returned to their homes but some of the refugees 
from al-Damur and al-Na"imah remain because their return to al-Damur or Tall 
al-Za'tar is impossible. Therefore, they must settle now in the Biqa" and 
the north. 


In the north we know that the camps are so limited in numbers and densely 
populated that the refugees were forced to live in schools. This caused a 
problem for teaching so they were forced out of the schools and were put into 
tents and shelters at a time when there was no decision by UNRWA to build a 
special r fugee camp for then, 


Then we went to the principal headquarters of the Popular Fiont for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (PFLP) where we had a long meeting with Abu Mustafa, 
the PFLP chief in the north. 


[Question] What is your appraisal of the results of the proceedings of the 
latest Palestine National Council [PNC] in light of the enemy's wagers on its 
failure? 


[Abu Mustafa] We can say that in the last meeting of the PNC we arrived at 
a minimum political position on how to resist international imperialism. 


With regard to the political particulars we can state for the record that 
there is room for greater efforts. In our view, the PNC announced a clear 
position regarding the central plan, that is, the Reagan plan, by rejecting 
it, but the wording was relatively diplomatic. 


More important than the PNC resolutions themselves is how to interpret them 
and to translate them into reality. By way of example, fighting the Zionist 
enemy in Lebanon, supporting the Lebanese Nationalist Movement, and supporting 
the steadfastness of the Palestinian masses, and the presence of the revolution 
in the north are issues which must receive special attention from the executive 
council according to a work schedule. 


It can be said that the PNC has achieved organizational success because of the 
continuation of Palestinian nationalist unity, because at least a political 
agreement was reached, and because it has responded to all the political issues 
that were raised. 


[Question] The latest outbreak of security problems in the region confirmed 


the existence of agent forces locally who are trying to inflame the situation. 
What security measures are being taken to combat such attempts? 
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[Abu Mustafa] Certainly what the northern zone is faced with in terms of 
security problems is a secret war of a certain kind that supplements the 
open war in the south and Beirut and whose aim is the elimination of the 
revolution in Lebanon and the expulsion of the PLO. 


If we examine closely the forces that are inflaming these security disturb- 
ances in the north, we notice the existence of forces, the most prominent 

of which are phalange groups, with pro-government political orientations. 

On the other hand there are organizations from the government itself and the 
Deuxieme Bureau, more precisely. 


In our estimation there can be no solution without the nationalist movement 
taking an effective role in carrying out its security duties in Tripoli. It 
is well known that the masses of Tripoli have played a traditional national- 
ist role in the struggle along with the revolution and the Arab nationalist 
forces. 


The most dangerous thing confronting us at this time is the attempt to bring 
about the fall of Tripoli from within, when we take into consideration the 
coming war and the means of confronting it through the tripartite alliance of 
the Palestinans, the nationalist Lebanese, and the Syrians. 


It is necessary to raise the level of coordination among these three allies 
and to expend every potential to confront this coming phase. 


At the headquarters of the Palestine Liberation Front (PLF) we met with Abu 
al-Yasar, the head of the PLF in the north, Lt Col Walid, the chief of Sa‘iqah, 
and comrade Firas, the military and party chief of the Palestinian Communist 
Party's temporary command, where we held the following dialogue. 


[Question] How are you training fighters of the revolution in the north mili- 
tarily so they may undertake special operations behind the Zionist enemy's 
lines? 


[Abu al-Yasar] In our meetings as the leaders of the Resistance in the north 
region we have considered the military situation more than once, and even now 
there are some shortcomings. It seems that we have not learned as much as we 
would have liked from the last war in Lebanon. 


We finally considered the necessity of militarily training the fighters to con- 
front whatever the future may hold. A plan for tuis has been completed but 
many requirements are needed for its implementation. We have asked the higher 
Military Council to meet these requirements. I believe that it is necessary 

to concentrate on tactics and the use of small fighting units, as we learned 

in Beirut. 


The leadership of the Resistance should provide what is needed to achieve 
this end, and expedite the announcement of military unity, because this will 
facilitate training our fighters to confront any anticipated war with the 
Zionist enemy. 
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It has been agreed to form a delegation of the command of the organizations in 
the north to go to meet with the Higher Military Council to discuss the subject 
in detail, to brief the council on the plan which has been prepared for the 
region and secure the requirements for its implementation, in order to confront 
any eventualities caused by hostile forces, whether they are the Zionist 
enemy's forces or local hostile forces here in the north. 


There is tangible activity by more than one Palestinian organization to make 
internal preparations and to acquire special skills to carry out special opera- 
tions behind the Zionist enemy's lines. 


[Question] To what extent have preparations and training taken place among 
the forces of the revolution in the region so thay can effectively participate 
in the confrontation of any expected Israeli agression? 


[Answer] There is an important issue here that must be understood. After our 
departure from Beirut and the noble fight in which the Palestinians, Syrians, 
and nationalist Lebanese participated in Beirut, the enemy believed that the 
revolution had been expelled from Lebanon. The answer to that has come through 
the preparations for the coming battle, and it is definitely imminent. The 
Zionist enemy has been preparing for it. We in the north are preparing for it, 
but not at the level that is required to offset the enemy's preparations. 


After the revolution's departure from Beirut, preparations in the north and a 
greater concentration on that region began. The training for battle has been 
completed at various levels amongst the factions of the revolution. Some are 
reorganizing their forces and others are restructuring their command or are 
training their warriors. 


What we are now striving for in the north is to achieve military integration 
or unity in the process of preparing for battle so as to serve our aspirations 
as fighters at the frontline. Our comrades in the organizations’ leadership 
have already begun to prepare the plan for the north and its requirements, and 
a delegation has been formed to meet with the Higher Military Council for this 
purpose. We are in need of support through ammunition and arms to continue 
with the battle. 


That is with regard for the self-defense of the region. As for operations be- 
hind the lines that must come after the region's self-defense is in place, and 
when we want to go on the attack through the use of special operations, we 
must first provide more for self-defense, 


We, like SA‘IQAH and some other Palestinian organizations, are preparing our 
fighters so thay can undertake special operations behind the lines. 


[Question] How is the Palestinian, Syrian, and nationalist Lebanese tripartite 
alliance in the region operating and what is its actual form? 


[Lt Col Walid] The tripartite alliance in the north has been set up through a 
coordinating office which expresses the political framework of this alliance. 
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As for ourselves, organizations of the revolution, we express our political 
aims through bilateral meetings with the factions of the nationalist move- 
ment, with the exception of those who have left the coordinating office.... 
They are the movements connected in one way or another with the government 
and sometimes with Israel. 


There is coordination among the elements of the nationalist movement and the 
Syrian Arab forces, and there is agreement to strengthen the meetings and 
make them periodic and to reinforce harmony with the nationalist movement 
which supports the Palestinian revolution for the sake of supporting its 
effective role in the region. 


[Question] What is your estimation of the relations shared between the fac- 
tions of the revolution and the members of your party in the region, and to 
what extent have these relations been strengthened? 


[Firas] At the outset I shall point out the revolution's relations in general. 
They are well developed as regards periodic coordination meetings held between 
all the factions of the Resistance where many of the subjects particularly 
relevant for the northern area and the general nationalist field are proposed. 


As for us communists, our experience in the north has been insignificant. We 
are now in the phase of establishing ourselves, and our relations with the 
Palestinian politica! forces are unshakable, our common destiny and sole aim 
uniting us. 


We are working to apply tendancies characteristic to the Palestinian arena in 
a general way and the PNC has confirmed its intention to promote two issues, 
the resolution on national independence and national unity. Many of the hos- 
tile forces have bet against these two issues after the revolution's departure 
from Beirut. 


The actual current watchword is adherence to the resolution on national inde- 
pendence, and the achievement of nationalist unity which we need. There are 
measures at variance with each other of course from organization to organiza- 
tion, but everyone's moving in the same framework. 


Through our relations with the factions of the revolution we are moving forward 
to consolidate these two trends. Our relations have made great strides among 
the revolution's factions as regards military integration, fortification of 
sites, and the preparation needed to face the coming phase. 


We really hope that in this stage itself there will be a speedier attainment 

of military unity of all the forces of the factions of the revolution so we may 
stand up to a vicious attack from hostile forces with all its ramifications, 
and so we can resist a police action which aims at the existence of the Pales- 
tiniai resistance, not to mention the expected war. The whole of these issues 
compel us to confirm the need for military unity of the revolution's factions. 


[Question] How are you carrying out the latest measures of Palestinian unifi- 
cation in the region? 
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[Answer] As for the practical measures of military unification among the 
factions of the revolution in the north, they are connected to the general 
Palestinian situation. But they are not tangible in reality up to now, and 
they aim at readying the revolution'’s factions so as to put it into applica- 
tion. We state that there exists readiness among every faction, but there 
is a deficient application which we ascribe to the general Palestinian con- 
dition, and not to the essential circumstances of the north. We have said 
that political differences must not have any part in hindering this unity. 


The steps of a tangible program that affects every fighter must be completed 
although they have been agreed upon more than once and the last PNC recon- 
firmed it. 


But this does not mean that there is no coordination. Rather there is a 
strengthening of coordination and relations, and everyone now has a joint 
plan with the need of capabilities to create the elements of steadfastness 
in the region. 


Finally we returned to the point where we started, to the headquarters of 
the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, where we met Comrade 
Abu Sa'du, secretary of the Front organization in the north. 


[Question] What is the role of the forces of the revolution in quieting the 
explosive situation that occasionally erupts in Tripoli? 


[Abu Sa'du] We say that what has happened has most grievously hurt the Pales- 
tinian struggler, especially since the struggling parties are all subservient 
to the broad nationalist line which must aim all its rifles against the Zion- 
ist occupation. And it continues to be necessary for these forces to profit 
from what has occurred, so that all of them learn that the Zionist occupation 
and the Zionist campaign in Lebanon was a result of an atmosphere of internal 
bickering between the extremes of the nationalist Lebanese-Lebanese or Pales- 
tinian-Lebanese ranks, which made the Israeli occupation possible since the 
circumstances of the masses were exhausted by this bickering. 


Likewise in the city of Tripoli which is perpetually nationalist in its views 

on nationalist and Arab issues when we have wanted it to fight and resist in 

the face of the anticipated Zionist attack, we must therefore provide its masses 
with security. 


From this start we have hastened, as a Front and a Palestinian resistance, to 
the coordinating office which is headed by Rashid Karami so that we may work, 
striving to stop the hemorrhaging. And in spite of the warnings of that time 
we have urged the forces of the Palestinian revolution to separate the battling 
groups and we have paid the price for that in martyrs, 


We were able through the coordinating office of the north to stop this waste 
and we are still working to put an end to the consequences of what happened 

in Tripoli among concerned parties so that we can guarantee that Tripoli is 

solely on our side in the next battle. 
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[Question] In light of the probability of a coming war, what are the practi- 
cal steps being taken by the nationalist forces in the region? 


[Answer] Regarding the Palestinian resistance, a defensive military plan has 
been put into place, and the Palestinian forces and energies have been mobil- 
ized inour camps in order to repel the new aggression and to protect the 
masses of our people in the north. 


This military strategy has its factors and its material potentialities, and 
in cooperation without centralized commands we hope to fulfill the financial 
needs for this plan which shall enable the forces of the revolution in the 
north with its principal allies in the nationalist movement and the Syrians 
to play their part in resisting the probable enemy action. 


Also the defensive military plan of the resistance has been coordinated with 
the Syrian deterrent forces in the north so that each of the existing forces 
can take part in the battle. 


There is real and serious harmony among these parties to raise the degree of 
coordination which will enable these forces to play a role which may thwart 
the enemy's plans for actions in the northern region. 


Likewise work is underway to raise the degree of military coordination with 
the Lebanese national movement which may give its forces a role in this 
probable battle. 


Regarding the masses we have begun without brethren and comrades in the resis- 
tance granting a role to the Palestinian people's organizations, and defining 
the actual tasks they may have during the fighting and preparing the masses 

of our people in the camps in order to put greater energies into the coming 
battle. 


[Question] What are your future aspirations for advancing Palestinian national 
unity? 


[Answer] Our estimation is that the latest decisions issued by the PNC at this 
stage in the struggle of our people and especially after the Beirut war are 
realistic decisions, anSwering most of the questions that existed on policy and 
administration. However these decisions remain only resolutions since they 
have not been actually put into practice as obligations entirely in force for 
the political organs for which the PNC enacted them, nor for the administra- 
tive organs. This we consider to be a step on the road to accomplishing Pales- 
tinian national unity. 


Presently what is called for is translating these resolutions to unite the 
military forces of the Palestinian revolution and the struggle so that the 
cause is advanced from administrative unity to complete military unity because 
in the battle for Beirut we learned that it is through the unity of our forces 
that we could resist at a high level of competence and inflict greater casual- 
ties in the enemy's ranks. 
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The form of coordination among the Palestinian forces in the northern region 
is marching forward but it is slow and sometimes formalities take more prior- 
ity than does the essential. 


What is called for here is to review the organizational form and the troops' 
role within the Palestinian people's organizations by which the participation 
of all the forces can be included. We don't want to repeat the historical 
favoritism given to developing these organizations by means of proportional 
representation of all the forces within them, 


In general as I have said from the formal aspect there is a leadership of the 
PLO which gets together and decides issues, and there are people's committees 
in our camps which operate cooperatively, but what is called for is that all 
forces have their part in all the associations and mass organizations at the 
level of the camps and in all the associations of the media, diplomatic, and 
politicai arms of the PLO. 


9587 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


FATAH OPPOSITION LEADER INTERVIEWED 
Paris LIBERATION in French 28-29 May 83 p 22 


[Interview with Abu Musa, PLO dissident, by Selim Nassib, in Hammara-Biqa'-West, 
date not specified] 


[Text] Abu Musa, long-time Fatah soldier and Arafat's primary 
opponent in the Biqa’ Valley of Lebanon, believes that Arafat 
has sold out Palestinian resistance in Beirut by making "danger- 
ous" overtures toward Jordan and with the recognition of the 
"Zionist enemy." 


The viilage is perched on a hill, at the far east of the Lebanese plain of the 
Biqa' almost at the intersection of the Syrian and Lebanese borders and the front 
line of the Israeli army. Traffic was forbidden, and our little group arrived 

on foot at the isolated two-story house that has become the general headquarters 

of the Palestinian dissidents. The glorious weather and the surrounding luxuriance 
accentuated the feeling of lost soldiers that pervades this part of the village. 


Abu Musa greeted us warmly and revealed his seductive charms at first glance. 
About 50 years old, tanned, a little heavy, and with hair and mustache turning 
white, the major leader of the Palestinian rebellion was wearing a uniform that 
seems to have been his everyday dress for a long time. 


Our interview lasted about 3 hours. Abu Musa explained the crisis, how it began 

9 May when Arafat decided to replace and reorganize officers so that the positions 
of the "hard line" would be weakened and the hold of the "protected elements" in 
the Biqa' would be strengthened. But this event actvally involves two distinct 
items: the internal crisis of the Palestinian movement (What are the positions 

of the various sides? What is the conflict about? etc.) and the use of this crisis 
by non-Palestinian forces (especially Syria, but also Libya). 


Abu Musa was obviously more wil_ing to talk about the first subject, the internal 
crisis. He explained at length that the political differences between his faction 
and the Fatah leadership (personified in the duo Yasser Arafat-Abu Jihad) has 
existed for years but they took a sharp turn after the Lebanese war. First 
grievance: the resistance of West Beirut to the "Zionist enemy" was sold out 
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from under by the Palestinian leadership, because 6 days after leaving Beirut the 
PLO supported the resolution of the Arab summit at Fes. According to the dissidents, 
these are only a first step in the direction of different ideas--the Reagan plan 

and the Jordanian-Palestinian confederation that it implies. 


[Question] But the Reagan plan also calls for an Israeli withdrawal from the West 
Bank and Gaza... 


[Answer] For whose benefit? For Jordan's! Under these conditions, what does 
all my fighting since 1965 mean? When we began the revolution in 1965 we already 
were in the West Bank and Gaza. 


[Question] But the Reagan plan also gave a role to West Bank personalities in the 
future "Palestinian entity." 


[Answer] True. But that implies a negation of the PLO, its positions and its 
Stated goals. We are also against the confederation plan with Jordan. We want 
an independent Palestinian state, not simply to create a 23rd Arab country but 
to be able to continue the fight against the Zionist enemy. 


[Question] Since 1974, the Palestinian resistance has ambiguously implied that 
in exchange for the West Bank and Gaza it would be willing to recognize Israel. 
But it has never said so openly. Isn't the current crisis the manifestation of 
this ambiguity? 


[Answer] There is no ambiguity. The 1974 text states: creation of a Palestinian 
state on all of the territory freed by Israel, without reconciliation or recogni- 
tion, and without abandoning the historic right to all Palestinian territory. That 
is the text. 


[Question] But in fact the outside world believed that the Palestinian people 
would accept a portion of Palestine in order not to lose all of it. 


[Answer] This is an interpretation of the foreign press. Whoever speaks of 
recognition (of Israel - ed. note) is a traitor to the cause, to the blood of the 
martyrs, to history and to the future. Another cricitism of the dissidents is 
the contacts established by the Fatah leadership with the Egyptian regime and 

the discussion held with the "forces of Peace" in Israel. 


The interview became more heated as we broached practical questions: the prospects 
as to territory, the role of Syria, the moment chosen to trigger the crisis. 
The Lebanese journalist accompanying us opened fire: 


[Question] In 1965 you had the West Bank, Gaza, Jordanian and Lebanese territory. 
What do you have today? If the Arab states do not want to fight, what can the 
Palestinian resistance do? 


[Answer] Then why did we begin? In 1965 there were only a dozen of us opposing 
Israel. We wanted to eliminate this entity, destroy this institution--militarily, 
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culturally and economically--to establish a secular, democratic Palestinian state 
on all the territory of Palestine. Were we crazy the day we wrote those words? 
We also began the revolution to change the situation in the Arab countries. 


[Question] Is it realistic to foresee a reopening of the Lebanese, Jordanian or 
Syrian borders so that the Fedayin can again attack Israel? 


[Answer] No one is going to come and tell us "the border is open for you." We 
must fight. 


[Question] What is your position toward Syria? 


[Answer] Syria said "no" to the Reagan plan and pointed its tanks in the direction 
of Israel. I agree with this position. If Syria retreats, I will adopt the same 
position as at Sidon. (In 1976 Abu Musa commanded the Palestinian forces that 
immobilized and destroyed a column of Syrian tanks that had come to curb the 
Fedayin - ed. note.) 


[Question] 0O.K., but if your movement succeeds, is there any chance at all that 
it will be independent from Syria? 


[Answer] Yes. 

[Question] As regards territory? 

[Answer] Yes, as regards territory. Yes. 

[Question] You would be able to attack Israel however you wanted? 
[Answer] We must. 


[Question] Then why has there not been a single operation from the Syrian Golan, 
which has been occupied for 10 years? 


[Answer] Because the leadership (of the Fatah - ed. note), lost and uncertain, 
has not made this decision. It should have been made, Syria should have had its 
back put against the wall. Why not? I ama revolution. I am revolting against 
my situation. I am not a regime. If Syrian forces decided to withdraw from 
Lebanon tomorrow, why should I withdraw? I did not enter Lebanon behind a 
Syrian tank: Is it not my duty to fight my enemy? 


[Question] Duty does not necessarily mean dying without hope... 


[Answer] But you are minimizing one thing: the new Soviet position. We are 
witnessing a new Soviet-American balance in the area. After his Soviet commitments, 
after Andropov, after the Sam5and Sam 11 missiles and the Soviet generals on the 
territory--after all that, if Syria is conquered then, well, the USSR will be, too. 
Israel will only have to go and surround Moscow. So I think that the next war 

will be very different from the previous ones. 
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[Question] What is your position toward the Palestinian dissident Abu Nidal? 
[Answer] The same as the entire Fatah movement's position. 
[Question] How will you survive? 


[Answer] The leadership has cut off our supplies. But Fatah continues to pay 
us, because the leadership knows neither how large its finances are nor where they 
are. 


An Internal Crisis 


The first result of the dissidence was a hardening of the political language of the 
PLO leadership. Arafat does not defend himself by saying that ever if it is very 
difficult, the time for the historic compromise has come. It is that or nothing. 
He said, "I have never wavered. I, too, want to fight Israel and American imperi- 
alism." 


Before meeting Abu Musa, several conversations with loyalist members of Fatah illus- 
trated the extent of the crisis. The military leader of the rebellion claims no 
more than 4 battalions of 150-200 men each (a total of 800 men maximum). His 

weak point, however, is in appearing to be a man manipulated by foreign forces 
(Syria, Lebanon). Only three Palestinian organizations controlled by Damascus 
(Sa'iqah, FPLP [Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine]-general command, 

and Palestinian Combat Front) have supported him. However, criticism of the 
"pro-American, pro-Jordanian" line has caused deep repercussions among the Pales- 
tinians. The best proof: it seems that, for the greatest number, Arafat continues 
to represent the Palestinian cause and its relative independence from all the Arab 
countries. ("Even if Abu’ Ammar is a traitor," a young officer told me, "I would 
back him. Because if we divided, our independence is done for.") 


However, the questions raised by the opposing factions apparently bother the 

bulk of those who have remained faithful. Even if the rebellion does not seem to 
be spreading, even if it could be solved by a more or less painless expulsion and 
the creation of a new little Palestinian formation controlled by Syria, the crisis 
of May 1983 is certainly the most serious that Fatah and the PLO have experienced 
since they were founded. Located a few kilometers from the front lines, the 
Palestinians of Biqa' do not speak of the war that could erupt any day. They 

are concerned with their internal crisis. 


If only for that, the days they are living now are undoubtedly the bleakest they 
have known in the 18 years their fight has lasted. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


JERUSALEM AL-SHA'B RAPS AL-ASAD'S ANTI-PLO STANCE 
JN261746 Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 25 Jun 83 pp l, 4 
[Editorial: "Al-Asad's Lost War"] 


[Text] The Syrian regime of Hafiz al-Asad yesterday declared a new round 
in his war against the Palestinian people. 


Along with the attacks against the Palestinian positions in Lebanon and 
Syria, al-Asad's authorities asked Yasir ‘Arafat, PLO Executive Committee 
chairman, to leave the Syrian territories and also informed 

Abu Jihad [Khallil al-Wazir], deputy commander in chief of the Palestinian 
forces, of their decision banning him from entering Syrian territories. 
Meanwhile, Syrian tanks invested many Palestinian centers and positions 

in Lebanon and Syria and began a campaign of arrests against the Palestinian 
cadres. 


Therefore, it is another action that completes al-Asad's role in the 
September incidents, Tall al-Za'tar, and Lebanon's war last year. The 
Palestinians had always assumed the burden in silence and extended their 
hands for an alliance in the pan-Arab interest, but the [Syrian] response 
was treason, inaction, failure, and more stabs in the back. 


We do not need to analyze the Syrian position, because our understanding 
of the military regime's structure that rules Syria spares us the grave 
conclusions. We also do not need to analyze the current Syrian position, 
because the signs are obvious. 


As he tried to do [in] 1976 in Lebanon, al-Asad wants to crack the inde- 
pendence of Palestinian decisionmaking and turn the PLO into a subservient 
organization, a card to be used in negotiations with the United States in 
the same way as he utilizes Syria's relations with the USSR. In other 
words, he wants to exchange the Golan for the Palestinian decision--position, 
unity, cause and people. 


Matters are approaching a very dangerous turning point that threatens our 


people, unity, leadership and cause. We are facing attempts by Arab regiwes 
to complete what could not be accomplished in Beirut last summer. 
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All Palestinian factions and all parties in the Palestinian arena a’ - . 
called upon to strengthen their unity and cohesion in order to isolate 

the conspiratorial hands that are trying to penetrate the Palestinian house. 

Those who agree to be a Trojan Horse for the Arab regimes in the Palestinian 

arena will be condemned by the masses and history. 


What is required is a single unified Palestinian position that will foil 
the Arab conspiracy by respecting the frameworks and decisions of the 
revolution, asserting adherence to the Palestinian leadership and the 
programs of Palestinian institutions, resorting to dialogue and democracy, 
and repudiating the resort to arms and fighting. 


These are days of new tribulation for the Palestinians. We will be able 
to overcome this tribulation and destroy the new links of conspiracy by 
asserting our people's adherence to their unity, representatives, and 
leaders, and their rejection of tutelage and containment. 


CSO: 4400/408 











PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


WEST BANKERS DENOUNCE ‘ARAFAT EXPULSION 
JN261640 Jerusalem AL-FAJR in Arabic 26 Jun 83 pp l, 5 


[Excerpts] West Bank, Gaza--National institutions, organizations and 
figures, as well as all public circles in the West Bank and Gaza have 
denounced the Syrian regime's decision to expel Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman 
of the PLO, from Syrian territory and to ban Khalil al-Qazir (Abu Jihad), 
member of the Fatah Central Committee and deputy commander in chief of 
the Palestinian revolution forces, from entering Syrian territory. They 
also denounced the Syrian regime's criminal attacks on Palestinian forces 
on Syrian and Lebanese territory. 


These institutions, organizations and figures affirmed that the expulsion 
of Abu ‘Ammar [Yasir ‘Arafat] from Syrian territory constitutes a strong 
stab in the back to the PLO and its leadership and also to the Palestinian 
people. 


These institutions, organizations and figures appealed to the Arab, 
Islamic and friendly states to stand by the PLO and its leader Abu ‘Ammar 
against this onslaught. 


Shaykh Sa'd-al-Din al-'Alami, chairman of the Islamic Committee in Jerusalem 
said: Hafiz al-Asad is a a U.S. and Israeli agent. He is the enemy of the 
Arabs and Muslims. Since coming to power, al-Asad has been striking at 
Arabs and Muslims. He plotted with the Phalangists against the Palestinians 
at Tall al-Za'tar. He killed many Syrians and ceded part of Syria to Israel. 
He massed the Syrian Army to fight Jordan. He gave weapons to the Syrian 
soldiers and told them that they would be given ammunition when the attack 
began. However, when he felt that, once the ammunition, the Syrian soldiers 
would turn against him and his henchmen, he decided not to give them the 
ammunition. [sentence as printed] He tried to assassinate the Jordanian 
Prime Minister [Mudar Badran]. Al-Asad actually sent the assassins, but 

God saved the prime minister from that plot. Al-Asad assassinated [former 
PLO chief of operations] martyr Sa'd Sayil, the greatest military commander 
of the 20th century as certified by his enemies, the United States and 
Israel, who could not reach him. Al-Asad ordered his tanks to open fire 

on the Mujahidin to kill them. 
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Al-Asad, who fought Cod, his messenger, and the faithful and sowed corrup- 
tion on earth, is an infidel working for the enemies of the Arabs and 
Muslims. He must be killed. The Syrian people must kill him and get 

rid of him. Whoever dies in the attempt to kill this tyrant becomes a 
Martyr. 


Hilmi Hannun, mayor of Tulkarm said: The Syrian regime's decision to 
expel Abu ‘Ammar is the beginning of a conspiracy to strike at the 
Palestinian revolution after Beirut. 


All free men in the world are called upon to stand by the PLO and its 
leader Abu ‘Ammar. 


Karim Khalaf, mayor of Ramallah said: We denounce this measure against 
ot great brother and leader Abu ‘Ammar and consider it as directed 

a inst every Palestinian. The Arab states must know that their terri- 
tories are a second homeland for the Palestinian people. The Palestinian 
people should have absolute freedom of action in these territories until 
they achieve their objective of establishing their independent national 
State and until they have a homeland to live in. 


We call upon all the Arab states not to interfere with or try to split the 
PLO. Their primary national duty is to help solve problems, if there are 
any, not to complicate them or support one side against another, because 
this will lead to the fragmentation of our sole leadership--the PLO. We 
will continue to support Abu ‘Ammar, because he is the legitimate chair- 
man of the PLO. He was unanimously elected by the PNC. 


I also appeal to my Palestinian brothers to close ranks and avoid any 
differences so we can continue our long march. The voice of unity must 
prevail over the voice of disunity. 


Ibrahim al-Tawil, major of al-Birah said: We strongly denounce the decision 
made by Hafiz al-Asad's regime to expel our leader, Abu ‘Ammar, from Syria. 
We call upon Syria to immediately rescind this decision, because Arab 
territory does not belong to regimes, but to peoples. We also call upon 
Syria to adopt the stand of the couragecus brother, not the stand of an 
enemy. 


Engineer Mustafa ‘Abd-al-Nabi al-Natshah, acting mayor of Hebron said: 
Asking ‘Arafat to leave Syrian territory is untactful. He is the chairman 
of the PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 


We disapprove of the Syrian stand and consider its interference to 

attempt to deepen the differences between brothers and to stab the 
Palestinian people in the back as had happened in Tall al-Za'tar. 

We in the occupied areas express our support for Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of 
the PLO, and urge the Arab League and the Arab and Islamic nations to put 
an end to such a theatrical. 
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Al-Haj Rashad al-Shawwa, mayor of Gaza said: We call upon the Arab states 
to assume their pan-Arab and historical responsibilities toward the 
serious developments in the Palestinian arena and to immediately convene 
an Arab summit to consider these developments and the measures which have 
been taken against Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the PLO, which represents all the Palestinian people. 


The Syrian stand is in full harmony with the U.S. stand, which refuses to 
recognize the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 


people and ‘Arafat as commander and leader of the PLO. 


What Syria has done supports the U.S. viewpoint and therefore serves 
U.S. interests. 


We view this measure with great sorrow and resentment. 


CSO: 4400/408 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


CUTBACKS IN SAUDI AIRLINE'S EXPENDITURES 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 168, 30 Apr-6 May 83 pp 45-46 
[Article: "Lowering Costs Will Not Be at the Expense of Providing Services"] 


[Text] The crisis in the world air transport industry has forced a number 
of Arab airline companies to change their strategies to bring them in line 
with the prevailing circumstances. This change has been hastened by the 
reduction in oil revenues and the move on the part of most Arab governments 
to reduce their expenditures and reduce their support of the economic 
sectors, including the air transport sector. 


Middle East Airlines, for example, has halted the modernization of its 
fleet with the new generation of aircraft and has substituted plans to 
lease as many as 15 new aircraft in the next 2 years. Moreover, most 
Arab airline companies have postponed the conclusion of deals to buy new 
aircraft and have tried during the last year to avoid competing among 
themselves beyond reasonable limits. 


The Arab airline companies were the least affected by the worldwide 
recession in the air transport industry and among the few companies in 

the world that were able to achieve growth in their operatiuns and incomes 
during the past 2 years. However, they expect that the tide will reach 
them this year with regard to either their routes within the Arab region 
or their international routes because of the reduction in oil revenues 

as mentioned previously. 


One of the most prominent of the Arab companies that have changed their 
strategies is Saudia Airlines, which is the largest Arab air carvcier and 
among the 10 biggest in the world from the standpoint of fleet  *-e. 


Last month, officials of the company decided to consider 1982 a year of 
challenge to achieve the following goals: the improvement and development 
of service, the reduction of expenditures, and the increasing of revenues. 
In addition, the work plan is no longer based on the needs of the market 
but on the company's available resources and capability. This means 
putting a halt to expansion that is commercially unjustified and it could 
also mean the elimination of some unprofitable routes. 
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Harsh Formula 


However, Saudia's General Manager Captain Ahmad Matar informed senior 
officials in the company that he will not be forced to take harsh measures 
as other airlines of the world have done. However, he said that a harsh 
formula would have to be applied, namely, improved services, reduced 
expenditures, and increased revenues. 


In this connection, it is reported that Saudia has implemented a 6-billion- 
riyal investment plan to modernize and expand its fleet, construct 
facilities for services such as aircraft maintenance and a supply center 
that will extend services to 36 airline companies, and strengthen 
administration, among other things. The fleet, which consists of around 

70 aircraft, serves 43 foreign locations and 23 domestic locations. Last 
year it carried 10 million passengers versus 9.4 million in 1981 and 9.5 
million in 1980. 


Last year Saudia gained the capability of rebuilding its fleet to Tristar 
jumbo jets in the maintenance installations. It already had the capability 
of rebuilding its smaller Boeing 737 aircraft, allowing it to save millions 
of dollars. 


Operating revenues totaled some 4,991,000,000 riyals while expenses amounted 
to 5,854,000,000 riyals, resulting in an operating loss of 863,000,000 
riyals. 


Some 22,000 Employees 


It does not appear that Saudia is planning a sudden shift from loss to 

profit this year due to prevailing factors and circumstances. However, it 
apparently intends to reduce its loss as much as possible by increasing 

the efficiency of the administrative organization and reducing those expenses 
that can be reduced to a minimum. Saudia had around 6,536 employees in 

1975 and this number has now risen to more than 22,000. 


In this connection, Captain Matar said that Saudia will seek to direct 
employee work to achieve complete utilization of the employee's potential. 
It will accomplish this by putting the employee in an appropriate position 
in which he can achieve the desired productivity as well as by intensifying 
and strengthening specialized training for all resources. He also under- 
scored the need to work to strengthen the sense of belonging to Saudia, 
pointing to the existence of 1,500 technical students abroad who are 
specializing in various technical disciplines and some 222 students training 
as aircraft pilots and aeronautical engineers. 


After reviewing the accomplishments achieved by Saudia in recent years, 
which have led to a rise in operational performance to a world record of 
93 percent, Captain Matar hinted that the time has come to "reap the 
fruits," which is the major challenge of the organization in 1983. 


8591 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


ACTIVITIES OF WEAPONS MAINTENANCE CENTER 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 6 Jun 83 p ll 


{Interview with Brigadier General Salah Muhammad al-Huzayli, Commander of 

the Maintenance School and Center in al-Ta'if, by Khalid al-Husayni: ‘Twenty 
Eight Years in the Field of Operating and Maintaining Military Equipment," 
date not specified] 


[Text] The land forces in any army are considered to be one of the priorities 
of any country, because of their importance in the field. The vehicles of 
this important facility in our army require maintenance, preparation and equip- 
ping, so that their work can continue with the utmost efficiency. The school 
and center of the Maintenance Corps in al-Ta'if are one of the army's impor- 
tant facilities, to train the technician to operate and maintain the land 
forces’ vehicles, as one of the Ministry of Defense and Aviation's sectors. 

We conducted an interview and tour inside the school and center with their 
commander, Brig Gen Eng Salah Muhammad al-Hudhayli, so that we could give an 
idea of one of the facilities that shield us from harm, and is tantamount to 
pretective armor for the country and citizen. 


Brig Gen Eng Salah Muhammad al-Hudhayli, commander of the Maintenance Corps' 
school and center, holds a BS degree in engineering from America and has at- 
tended a great many military technical courses here and outside Saudi Arabia. 


[Question] What is the school and center all about? 


[Answer] The purpose of establishing the school was to qualify a specific 
type of armed forces personnel. They are the technical sector, specializing 
in maintenance, so that they can maintain the land forces’ equipment. In the 
school, we train personnel and students from the civilian sector. 


Work Sectors 
Graduates of the school are distributed among infantry, armored and engineer- 
ing units. They take maintenance courses for these vehicles, and the school 


has all the types of military vehicles used in Saudi Arabia. We have a large 
team to maintain all types of vehicles efficiently. 
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The School Is 28 Years Old 


[Question] When was the school established, and when did work begin in the 
center? 


[Answer] The school was established in September 1953 as a military tech- 
nical school with 60 students. Its mission was technical training. The 
technical facility was founded in 1390 H. [1970]. The center is 3 years old, 
and its job is to give personnel basic training and to receive students and 
give them military training. 


The school is divided into departments. There is the vehicle department, 
which is in two sections. The first is for tracked vehicles, and the second 
for ordinary vehicles. 


Weapons Department 


Students are trained on weapons and artillery of various types, either anti- 
aircraft artillery or field artillery. Students specialize in either weapons 
or artillery. 


Electronics Department 


This department is charge with instruction on all phases of electronics, 
such as missiles guided by frequencies or heat, and equipment compatible with 
the latest in weapons development. 


There are other sections for officers, language, supply, vehicles, closely 
related professions and training aids. 


The number of graduates of this school since its inception is more than 
12,000. 


School Officers 
[Question] What kind of officers work in the school and the center? 


[Answer] There is an officers section, where their classes are held. Main- 
tenance Corps officers have their special courses. There are also joint 
courses for all the sectors of the Armed Forces that have Maintenance Corps 
equipment. It is mandatory for officers working ia the school to take 
courses, so that they can assume the job as an "officer instructor." There 
are three courses that the officers must take: the officer's basic course, 
an advanced course and a specialty. Moreover, NCO's have their own courses, 
and there are special privileges for the officers working in the school and 
center. 


Other Sectors' Courses 
The school offers courses for officers from other sectors, such as Public 


Security, Ministry of Interior, National Guard, Border Corps, and the tech- 
nical forces, as well as officers from the Gulf states. We train officers 
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in various specialities, and they can take courses in maintaining their 
vehicles in their sectors. This includes NCO's in addition to officers. 


Fourteen TV Channels 


The school is equipped with a first-class language lab to teach English to 
officers and NCO's by means of audio-visual equipment. 


The school has a TV studio that can broadcast 14 channels simultaneously to 
all classrooms of students and officers. It broadcasts instructional and 
cultural material to the students. 


The Center's Benefits 


[Question] What are the benefits received by the students attached to the 
center? 


[Answer] A student holding an elementary certificate gets the rank of tech- 
nical corporal in the army, intermediate certificate obtains the rank of 
lance corporal technician, and a secondary certificate gets the rank of tech- 
nical sergeant. 


After graduation, there is an appointment in one of the Maintenance Corps 
units or maintenance sections in land forces units. 


Course Prerequisites 


The courses held in the Maintenance Corps center and school have certain pre- 
requisites: 


* Desire for the course 

* Commitment to the terms set for each course 

* Nomination of the individual in the field of speciality 

* Health and physical qualifications, and the ability to learn. 

School Students 

We are interested in visits by school students, and we send them invitations, 
so that they can get an idea about the work of the school and the center. 

We also welcome anyone who wishes to matriculate in the school; we are the 


best sector for a technical life. 


There are specialties that can benefit the students after they leave the ser- 
vice, such as lathe work, welding, electricity and mechanical trades. 


One School 


[Question] How many schools are there in the kingdom of this type? 
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[Answer] As for the land forces, there are administrative and other tech- 
nical schools similar to this school, but as for Maintenance Corps schools, 
this is the only one in the kingdom. Because of the nature of things, the 
army has other facilities. 


A Miniature City 


There are a number of privileges offered to the students in the school and 
the center, so that we can be completely confident in calling the center 
and school "a miniature city." The student enjoys these services: a fur- 
nished rest house, in addition to a mosque, bank, market, clinic, library, 
park and athletic field. 


Class Schedule 


The school and center operate on a 5-day class schedule, which permits the 
students to visit their families on Thursday and Friday, after close of busi- 
ness on Wednesday. 


Three Courses Graduate Every 7 Days 


The school graduates an average of three courses each week. Courses are 
continuous throughout the year. There is a general graduation, which usually 
takes place each year in the month of Sha'ban [8th Muslim month]. 


A Field Tour 


We went on a field tour in order to inspect the amenities of the school and 
center, during which we were accompanied by Col Thawab Salid al-Ju'ayd, the 
staff supply officer for the school and center, and Lt Col Ahmad Muhammad 
Idris, adjutant for center affairs. We toured all the wings of the center 
and school, the departments of vehicles, armor and weapons, and the work- 
shops and lathe rooms. We became familiar with the ability and high effi- 
ciency in our army's sectors, and we witnessed Saudi skills at work, operat- 
ing and maintaining this equipment. 


Spare Parts 


At the Maintenance Corps school, there is a spare parts depot. Col Thawab 
al-Ju'ayd said that the warehouse has all the spare parts required by land 
forces vehicles, so that workers can obtain parts “<n less than a minute. 
Workers are trained on the basis of speed in obtaining parts. 


School Park 

On our tour of the school park, Lt Col Ahmad Muhammad Idris, adjutant for 
center affairs, said that the officials had been able to have this park built 
and equipped with playthings for the children of workers in the school. 


Various meals are offered, so that whether one is an officer, NCO or soldier, 
one can find a place to renew his strength. 
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School Printing Office 


Included in the school's facilities is a printing office to prepare all the 
printed material, booklets, course books, pamphlets and instructions in 
several colors. 


As for athletic activities, Col Thawab al-Ju'ayd said that the school has 
several places to practice various sports, such ays soccer, basketball, hand- 
ball and other sports. 


Islamic Education 


This is compulsory in all years. Moreover, there is an instructor for 
Islamic educational material in the school, to answer the students" questions. 


At the conclusion of the interview, Brig Gen Salah al-Hudhayli said that the 
school enjoys the interest of His Majesty King Fahd, and His Highness Prince 
"Abdullah, as well as the concern and direct supervision of His Royal High- 
ness Prince Sultan Ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz, the second deputy prime minister, 
minister of defense and aviation and inspector general, who is anxious to 
provide the ultimate in progress and comfort for personnel of the Armed Forces 
and their various facilities throughout the country. 


7005 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PR SENCE OF FOREIGNERS DISCOURAGED 
Nicosia AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic No 83 1 May 83 pp 21-23 


[Article by Qadir ‘Assaf: "Who Is Behind the Recent Laws? At Whom Are They 
Air 2d?] 


[Text] Perhaps the first influential impressions a visitor has of the 
United Arab Emirates begin in the first hours of his arrival. The street is 
responsible for offering these impressions which demand much in nerve, 
effort, and meditation. 


You can hardly notice an Arab among the small number of passers-by. No matter 
what your level of Arabic, it will not help you much, with the taxi driver, 
the merchant, of official. You will even think that you may not be received 
in Arabic. 


The predominent character is given by tens of thousands of citizens from 
Pakistan, India, Iran, and the nations of Southeast Asia. This one is 
Pakistani and that one Indian. One comes from the Philippines with an 
official visa, and another slips in from some country or other under some name 
or other. This one is Budhist and that one Muslim. A third is from Batan and 
a fourth is Baluchi. 


In short, names and designations are mixed up among religion and state, race 
and confession and distinguishing marks. Faces and names roll along seeking 
oil fortunes and discussing figures. 


The Other Side 


Because the picture transmitted to us, who are far-removed from the worlds of 
oil, carries the peculiarities of "oil fantasies," we have always seemed to 
be searching for something other than the caricature. 


In fact we find that which is apparent, unreal figures on which and by which 
live a group of the fortunate ones, big cars in which it is difficult to 
determine the number of cylinders, white cloaks, desert, oil, and 
manifestations of the culture of "stones and the dollar." 


74 











However, this isn't all that is important in the Emirates. 


A prime example, by the nature of things, is that besides sand, the visitor 
finds cultivated areas with orchards and gardens which are not artificial 
and trees which grow without needing the help of oil. There are pictures of 
beautiful, unspoiled nature found occasionally in areas of Ra's al-Khaymah, 
al-'Ayn Ra's, and elsewhere. 


More important than that is the Arab who adopts change, the "son of the 
Emirates” and the "citizen" who has not bowed to the stream of petrodollars. 
You see him assuming local and nationalist concerns, pan-Arab concerns, and 
at the center, Palestinian concerns. 


At the university you won't wait long before meeting a number of lecturers 
and students who are working so that their country may take its natural role 
in the progressive nationlist struggle. Recently the university has 
witnessed fierce fights between the progressive nationalist orientation and 
the orientation which is against every progressive, nationalist position-- 
the Muslim Brotherhood. The Muslim Brotherhood is a group which repeats 

its notorious practice in various parts of the Emirates in combatting every 
national liberation endeavor. It has clashed in "its advance" with the 
obstacle of nationalist currents which strive for the advancement of mankind, 
far-removed from the fixed model within the confines of which they want it to 
move, a model of dissolution through oil and in it. 


In several emirates we find nationalist symbols actively trying to present 
their people in a manner different than this caricature. The experiment of 
the Bin Zahir Club (a reference to the nationalist poet Ibn Zahir) in Ra's 
al-Khaymah is not the only one which points this out. In it we find groups 
of educated young men who seek knowledge of man and the nation and who are 
trying to adhere to the real problems of their people and nation. We also 
find young women who are shedding the negative aspects and backwardness which 
used to accompany them. 


The Emirates in their entirety have adopted a national character of their own, 
distinguishing them one from the other, involving their rulers themselves, 
as in Ra's al-Khaymah, al-Sharjah, and others. 


The composition of the authorities and their relations on thelevel of the 
various emirates have made it possible for many of the positive aspects of 
the personality of the "one responsible” to emerge, going beyond the equality 
of authority, money, and influence. We see a number of symbols of the state 
apparatus retaining elements of "democratic tribal customs” while regional 
and imported penetrations have grown to compete with the entire ruling 
apparatus. These have even penetrated the social structure and subjected 
certain of these positive aspects to serious threats, for the authorities 
have their instruments and laws. Time guarantees their being given their own 
distinguishing characteristics, despite sets of customs and traditions, which 
revert gradually to the benefit of the most strongly-developed expressions, 
especially in a very distinct demographic situation. 
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The Minority and Majority 


According to certain "secret" statistics, the Arab presence in the Emirates 

is threatened by a sharp decline. These statistical data say that the 
proportion of Arabs carrying citizenship of the Emirates and other Arab 
countries is no more than 20 percent of those living in the country. In other 
words, there is one Arab out of every five inhabitants. While this proportion 
is higher in certain emirates, though it never exceeds one-third, it sinks 

to dangerous levels in other emirates such as Dubai, with 12 to 18 percent. 


Such data should have guaranteed that a serious stand be taken to review the 
policy of citizenship and immigration, so as to insure that the Arab national 
character of this Arab country be preserved. However, such action has not 
been taken. Rather, almost the opposite has occurred. 


Although some nationalist symbols among the sons of the Emirates and certain 
rulers have arrived at a logical conclusion, demanding improvement of the 
demographic balance in favor of the Arabs, the rules and laws in effect in.the 
State, and especially the laws concerning foreigners, have produced 
contradictory results, despite the fact that the future of the existence of 
the nation as an Arab state may become threatened, if it is not already 
threatened. 


Prominent personalities from among the sons of the Emirates say that their 
country will reach, or has reached, a situation in which it will be 

impossible to teli certain non-Arab foreigners to leave the country. Even 
those non-Arabs who are deported return after a short period, and others 

come, legally or illegally. Some foreign countries which have citizens in the 
Emirates, especially the reactionary nations, provide them with the means to 
return by changing passports and names, etc. 


In the beginning, the non-Arab foreigners in the Emirates gained control of 
the commercial market through illegal practices, in various sectors. The 
similar experience with foreigners in Nigeria could turn into a real war in the 
Emirates if it attempted to take any such measures against them. In order 

to understand the importance of all this, one must realize that the majority 
of them live in difficult circumstances and are exploited. However, the 
dimensions of the problem here are completely different. The majority of 
immigrants come from countries teeming with millions of hungry people. It 

is impossible by decree to solve their tragedies by sending them to other 
countries. So that none of them understands the opposite of what is intended, 
it must be made clear that the foreigners who are citizens of Western nations 
enjoy obvious "national" privileges. When his salary was being determined, 
one British subject in the Emirates even demanded a cultural allowance, 
inasmuch as he was sacrificing a great deal in agreeing to come to such an 
Arab country! 

The facts state that a wide segment of Arabs living there suffer from 
difficult circumstances, impossible to alleviate by saying, "So, go back 
where vou came from." 


This also applies to a wide segment of foreign migrants coming from the Third 
World who are a pulverized element in the Emirates, while they are considered 
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lucky in their own country. 


The problem raised at the outset becomes significant when one considers the 
matter of the future of this Arab country. 


The New Laws: at Whom Are They Aimed? 


Last March, after rounds of debate, a number of new rules and laws were 
established concerning persons who are not citizens of the Emirates, including 
Arabs. In summary, these laws provide that every resident of the Emirates 

"be under the sponsorship of a specific citizen or organization, etc." 

He may not change his place of work, "move from one sponsor to another," 
unless he has left the Emirates for 6 months at least. "He may or may not 
return after that period." 


The moment these laws were issued, influential people said they were aimed at 
the Arab migrants in general and the Palestinians in particular. 


At the tine these laws were issued, measures were taken to seek information. 
The Emirates had never seen anything like them before. 

There was the so-called "identification document" which every resident was 
asked to fill out. It includes many questions requiring answers. In its 
clauses it signifies something specific: a general and comprehensive 
"security interrogation seeking information. Instead of the investigator 
asking every resident questions, they have been raised in a friendly document 
called the "identification document." Some residents have even called it 
derisively "the autograph." 


[If we stop at the rules and laws pertaining to foreigners, we reach two 
conclusions: 


The first is that there is a wave of executive measures for these laws. Their 
first consequence will be to "expe." vast numbers of Palestinians, Arabs, 
and foreigners. 


Implementation alone will show if the Palestinians are the targets of this 
campaign, although there are no indications so far that this is the case. 


The second is that there are a number of resultant economic and social 
consequences, such as this implementation. Not the least of these 
consequences is the threatening of the life of thousands of Palestinians and 
Arabs whose life circumstances, for the most part, have forced them to work 
there. More importantly, there is a dangerous social consequence which the 
executive measiires may bear. In this case, every sponsor is “free” to tell 
his Arab or Pa estinian sponseree, "Do this, or else.” All the rules 

and laws of the rational world assume this important moral aspect in the texts 
of their body cf law. Despite the warning of the consequences of such 
measures by mary citizens, officials, members of the cabinet, and members of 
the National Ccuncil (the Parliament) in the Emirates, their establishment 
in this form seals off opposing voices. 
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Saudi Arabia Too 


It is quite clear that all these legal innovations witnessed by the Emirates 
are not far-removed from the clearly-defined wishes of Saudi Arabia. 


Some say that these laws and what is and will be associated with them, as is 
the whole problem, are beyond the wishes of the Emirates themselves. The 
"security" arrangements of the most recent resolutions of the Cooperation 
Council presume that everyone is vying for the territory of these states. 


Certain circles have reported in a tangible fashion that Western experts from 
various countries are behind the drafting of these laws such as the 
"identification document," and drafted them under Saudi supervision. These 
circles have insinuated that Saudi Arabia put pressure on the Emirates to 
implement these laws "as they are," despite popular opposition and all the 
voices of protest in the state apparatus itself. 


{n such a case, inasmuch as the good will or bad will of the Emirates do not 
have much effect as far as the consequences are concerned, the manner in which 
implementation is carried out remains a decisive factor. 


Progressive nationalist forces in the Emirates regard these measures with 
concern, just as they do the future of the United Arab Emirates which has 
followed a moderate course so far and has won relative esteem, in the opinion 
of the Arab progressive, nationalist forces, compared to some other Arab 
states. 


Throughout the years, the Emirates, like Kuwait, have maintained liberal 
stances in many aspects of social and political life and have taken more 
understanding attitudes toward the problem of the Palestinian people and other 
Arab problems, when compared to Arab countries such as Saudi Arabia and 
others. 


Will the rew rules and laws in the Emirates be the beginning of a new stage 
of trad, nal, reactionary oppression? Where will such a stage lead in 
a country "at the beginning of the road" such as the Emirates? 


The answer is vague, depending on the success of the government forces which 
willingly or unwillingly chose the path of totai submission to the will of 
Saudi repression and tyranny, in the well-known, tried, Arab reactionary 
manner. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


ALUMINUM PRODUCTION--Aluminum exports from Dubai during the first 11 months 
of last year amounted to 112,089 tons, worth 449.14 million dirhams. 
Aluminum imports during the same period amounted to approximately 6,661 

tons worth 59.55 million dirhams. The monthly report issued by the Dubai 
chamber of commerce and industry showed that the aluminum re-export trade 
amounted to 401 tons worth 3.28 million dirhams. The report mentioned that 
copper exports from Dubai during the same period amounted to 74 tons worth 
594,558 dirhams, while copper imports came to 3,771 tons worth 37.65 million 
dirhams. [Text] [London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic Vol 13, 16 May 83 p 33] 7811 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRLEFS 


HEALTH MINISTER TO MOSCOW--PDRY Health Minister Dr ‘Abdallah Ahmad Bikayr, 
member of the YSP Central Committee and minister of health, left Aden for 
Moscow this evening on a visit to the Soviet Union at the invitation of the 
chairman of the Soviet Red Cross and Crescent Union. The minister said that 
he will discuss during this visit fields of cooperation between the PDRY 

Red Crescent and the Soviet Red Cross and Red Crescent. He also said that 

a protocol for health cooperation between the PDRY and Soviet Union will [be] 
signed during the visit. [Excerpts] [GF221436 Aden Domestic Service in 
Arabic 1630 GMT 21 Jun 83 GF] 


MESSAGE FROM ETHIOPIAN MINISTER--Brother Col Salih Muslih Qasim, YSP Central 
Committee member and minister of defense, has received a message from 
Comrade Lt Gen Tesfaye Gebre Kidan, Ethiopian minister of defense. In his 
message the Ethiopian defense minister lauds the role played by the PDRY 
army in defending socialist Ethiopia's unity. The message was conveyed when 
the defense minister today received the Ethiopian military delegation which 
is visiting the PDRY. The delegation is led by Brig Gen (Fidlin Liberkale), 
member of the Central Committee of the Commission for Organizing the Party 
of the Working People of Ethiopia and chief of military operations at the 
Ethiopian Ministry of Defense. [Text] [GF181736 Aden Domestic Service 

in Arabic 1630 GMT 18 Jun 83] 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET SOLDIERS KILLED -- {slamabad, June 23 (SPA)--Twenty Soviet soldiers 
were killed in a single engagement with Afghan freedom-fighters on June 2 

in Afghanistan's northern Balkh Province, bordering the Soviet Union, 
AFGHAN Islamic PRESS AGENCY (AIP) reported today. The agency said a 
communist force, including mostly Russian troops had launched a big offen- 
sive against the Mujahidin positions near Salt mines zone, 20 km northeast 
of the province's capital Mazar-E-Sharif. In another incident in 
Mazar-E-Sharif on June 5, the Mujahidin killed nearly 15 government soldiers 
including a senior ruling Communist Party functionary, the agency added. 

[t said four freedom fighters were killed and six wounded in a fierce fight- 
ing between Soviet-Afghan government troops and the Mujahidin around Khogiani 
{spelling as received] military camp in Afghanistan's eastern Nangarhar 
Province, bordering Pakistan on June 3. The agency said nearly 18 communist 
troops were killed, adding that four helicopters were sent from Jalalabad to 
the battle ground to pick up dead bodies. It said out of 350 new Afghan 
conscripts brought one month ago from Qandahar to Khogiani, nearly 300 had 


defected to the Mujahidin side. [Text] [LD232136 Riyadh SPA in English 
1911 GMT 23 Jun 83] 
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BANGLADESH 


FAILURE OF COUNTRY'S EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM DISCUSSED 
Dhaka ITTEFAQ in Bengali 4 May 83 p 2 
(Fditorial: "The Statue of Education™/ 


(Text? The minister of education and religion, addressing critics of the 
government's proposed education policy, said recently that so far all the 
critics have been able to do is criticize the policy; they have not offered 
any better or alternative proposal. Our objective is not to criticize 

the education policy--we want only to discuss the condition of our education- 
al system. The tacts given by the minister are quoted here for that pur- 
pose. He said that this year 152,000 students will be taking the higher 
secondary examination. If at least half of them pass, the number of high 
school graduates will be 76,000. However, of this number, only 4,000 can 

be admitted to university; various colleges will accommodate only 40,000 and 
vocational institutions can make room for only 1,700. Which means that out of 
those graduates, 36,000 would not be admitted anywhere. And, of course, we 
can forget about those 76,000 students who do not pass the examination. Then 
there are those who have been compelled to give up their education early in 
their lives for financial reasons; what will become of them? Those who have 
r_ached the end of their academic pursuits will be compelled to remain unem- 
ployed due to the scarcity of jobs. What will happen to them? In the 1951 
census, out of a total population of 45 million, roughly 35 million were 
illiterate. In the 1981 census, the numoder of illiterates increased to 70 
million, which means that in proportion to the increase in population, there 
are fewer literates. Why do we have this condition? We became free from the 
yoke of British colonial rule 35 years ago. In the meantime, our people liber- 
ated themselves from the tentacles of Pakistani rule through a series of 
bloodbaths. But over the past 35 years, has any education policy ever been 
implemented? No, never. Nevertheless, quite a few commissions on educa- 

tion were established. Each of them has been highly controversial. Because 

of the controveries, the second commission was created after correcting the 
shortcomings of the first, and the third was created after rectifying the mis- 
takes of the second one. However, the recommendations of these commissions 
were never implemented. If at least some of them had been implemented, the 
system could have been altered, polished, purified, corrected or amplified, 

as circumstances dictated. Since that did not happen, the entire matter con- 
tinued to remain controversial. Those who criticized did not feel the need to 
propose any better alternatives, and those who made the proposals did not 

feel the need for any dialogue. As a result, a very painful and unpleasant 
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situation developed. Things that could have been solved very easily gave 
rise to dissension. What did we gain? Our educational system continued to be 
the same as it was during British rule. At that time, an educated class 

was created to strengthen the structure of British rule, and up til now 

the framework of our educational system remains the same. 


The number of educated jobless has continued to increase. We wanted educa- 
tion, but we failed to comprehend the real significance of education. 

Due to the absence of a constructive educational system over the past 3- 
years, we have helped to increase the number of illiterates. Whether the 
outcome has been good or bad, the actual result is that a sorry situation 
has developed. There is no excuse. Proper implementation of anything 
depends on its acceptance. On the other hand, something that might even be 
the best in the world cannot be made acceptable through force. Under these 
circumstances, the appropriate ministry should determine what steps to take, 
and those who criticize should also make alternative proposals and construc- 
tive recommendations in an effort to remove any uncertainty and create 
stability in the educational system. In other words, we all have to appre- 
ciate the need for an educational system. We will also have to build an 
educational structure and put an end to this suffocating condition. 
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BANGLADESH 


DRAWBACKS SEEN IN ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN INDUSTRY 
Dhaka ITTEFAQ in Bengali 5 May 83 p 2 
(Fditorial: "An Example of Controlled Economy" 


[Text] It has been reported that no buyer can be found for the Bangladesh 
Blade Factory, recently built by the Steel and Technology Corporation. It 
cost 230 million taka to build this factory. Of this, foreign currency worth 
140 million taka was used. The corporation has decided that it will assume 
responsibility for paying foreign debts. Even after that assurance, no one 
has come torward to buy the factory. Finally, to be freed from the burden 

of multiplying losses, a layoff was recently declared at the factory. 


There is no doubt that this is a classic example of creating and developing 
industry under government control. Recently, a report about this project 

was published in the /Bengalj[/ daily DESH; it certainly did not cover all the 
details, trom beginning to end of this matter. On the basis of what has been 
published, however, no one will find it difficult to believe that at every 
stage of its progress, from its planning and the sanctioning of loans to its 
actual production, much deception and financial bungling have taken place. 

If that is not the case, then there should be no reason why in our country, 
where every good-quality blade has to be imported from abroad, an 

indigenous blade factory should end up being a losing proposition. Besides, 
the fact that no buyer can be found for the factory even after the government 
pranise to assume its foreign debt proves that the actual cost of building 
the factory has been highly inflated. However, under government control 
there is nothing new for a 50-million-taka project to become a 100-million- 
taka project, and a 100-million taka project to become a 20)0- or 220-million- 
taka project, and finally end up being a losing concern. Such instances 

are present almost everywhere. The advantage in this is that public corpora- 
tions and, in some instances, private concerns, by showing a high cost for 
building a plant or for production, have secured various trade protection 
privileges and sometimes have padded their profit margins by hiking the cost 
of commodities. Caught in the middle, the ordinary consumer ends up paying 
for the deceptive government policies through higher prices. It goes 

without saying that under government control, some officials of the corpora- 
tion and the ministry involved have received financial gains, and one class 
of shrew! entrepreneurs have also reaped plenty of financial bounty. It is 
true that in order to transform a 100-million-taka project into a 


84 











200-million-taka project, at various stages of its progress several times 
tens of millions of taka have to be spent. During this process, various 
people siphon off a few million taka for themselves. In addition, the 
entrepreneurs gain far more by securing protectionist privileges and price 
increases. Government control thus not only defeats the government's 

own objectives, it also brings extreme hardship to the common people by 
compelling them to purchase commodities at the highly inflated controlled 
price set by the government. 


It should be noted that although it has been decided to transfer government- 
controlled industries to the private sector, there has been no sign of com- 
plete abolition of the control exerted by the government. The corporations 
are left intact to maintain an indirect vigil over private industry. There 
has been no change in the banks and other institutions that provide the most 
important assistance to industry--financial assistance. All these are being 
controlled by the government as before. If it is expected that industry will 
develop in its natural course and survive on the basis of fair competition, 
then the matter of public corporations and financial institutions must be 
given special consideration and the steps the government has taken to protect 
our indigenous industry need to be analyzed all over again. We are not sug- 
gesting that there is no need for any kind of protection. Some industries 

do need protection, and it must be provided through tariff or similar 
provisions. Blanket restrictions on the import of foreign merchandise 

and increases in the price of indigenous products should not be the solution 
(jn all caseg/. Instead of relieving the suffering of common people, these 
steps will end up multiplying it. Still, if the same policy is to continue, 
there is no need to sell the Bangladesh Blade Factory at a great loss; 

we should impose a complete ban on the import of all foreign made blades 

and at the same time increase the price of blades manufactured by this factory, 
and we could then transform this factory into a very profitable enterprise. 
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[RAN 


UN FACT-FINDING GROUP'S REPORT EVALUATED 
GF231821 Tehran IRNA in English 1655 GMT 23 Jun 83 


[Text] Tehran, June 23, (IRNA)--The evening daily KEYHAN today ran an inter- 
view with the Iranian representative at the United Nations, Seyyed Raja'i- 
Khorasani about the report of the special U.N. fact finding delegation 

which visited war stricken cities and areas of Iran last month. 


Raja'i-Khorasani told KEYHAN Wednesday night, that the U.N. team presented 
its report to the secretary general of the organisation last Friday who 
passed it to the Security Council on Wednesday. He said the report consisted 
of facts and figures from which realities could be inferred. He also told 
KEYHAN that 25 page text included the delegation report on its visit to the 
Iranian war torn cities and information given to them by the local officials 
which were confirmed by the delegation after their visit to these areas. 


The report has identified types of rockets used by the Iraqi forces against 
the Lranian cities and has estimated the degree of damage these missiles 
caused. All these indicate, he added, the delegation has dealt with the 
realities in an objective manner. The report has not voiced any personal 
opirion on the issue, has not evaluated the matter and has not condemned 
the Iraqi regime for having caused all this destruction, Raja'i said. 


However, it is an objective and concise report which includes correct 
statistics and information which has been prepared with honest intent of 
the delegation, said Raja'i-Khorasani. 


further added that only eight pages of the report was devoted to Iraq. 
The report concerning [ran was far stronger, and firner, containing more 
information, than that of the Iraqi. For instance, in one Iraqi city which 
the delegation visited, destruction was reported to be about 1-4 percent 
of the city or in another case only two homes were damaged. 


Raja'i-Khorasani added that as whole the report was in favor of Iran and 
attested to the justness of Iranian claims. 


When asked about the stance or stances that the United Nations may adopt, 
the Iranian representative said that if the U.N. were to assume a firm 
position, which was unlikely, it should condemn Iraq. Otherwise, the 
U.N. in accordance with its traditional manner would just sympathise with 
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the [slamic Republic of Iran and without referring to any specific country, 
deplore attack on civilian and residential areas and then hope for peace. 
And finally, if the U.N. wanted to refrain from passing any judgment, it 
could simply consider the report as a U.N. document and leave evaluations 
for the U.N. members, he added. 


At the end Raja'i pointed out in case the organisation adopted a position 
in favour of Iraq, it would damage its prestige. However, if it wanted 
to act in a just manner, it should head the [Iranian viewpoint and finally 
if it was in a position that it could not meet Iran's points, the best 


thing for it was just to do nothing and wind up the issue one way or the 
other, he said. 
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TRAN 


PRESIDENT LAUDS REVOLUTION GUARDS INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 25 May 83 p l 


[Text] Members of the staff of the intelligence section of the Revolution 
Guards met last night with Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed ‘Ali Khamene'i, the president 
and head of the Supreme Defense Council. 


While stressing the need for intelligence work that is coupled with physical 
drive as well as involving precision and wise outlook as the most important 
activities of Iran's Islamic republican system, he said: It is for this very 
reason that our great Imam has compared you to soldiers without name and rank. 
You are soldiers who in anonymous and unassuming way are strengthening the 
foundations of the system of the Islamic Republic, the intelligence 
establishment in reality is being the eyes of an order. The head of the 
Supreme Defense Council continued: You are in reality on a wide, tortuous and 
dangerous front for which the spiritual reward and divine blessings are no less 
than for those in the trenches of open warfare. Like the fighters who strive 
for God and His ways thereby earning earthly renown and reward in after life, 
you too are doing the same work. Continue to do the work with determination, 
clear conscience and pure heart as you are doing now, stay attached and 
dedicated to this kind of work and recognize the value and worth of this work 
for what it is and bear in mind that the results of this calm, unpretentious 
and very difficult struggle are not less than those for visible struggles, even 
more sometimes, that the attention and blessing of the Almighty to this front 
is not less than His attention to battlefronts. You see the victories we have 
achieved along this path. 


Referring to the ‘strides we have taken in various affairs and walks of life in 
this country as a result of the revolution beyond what had not been expected of 
us,’ the president acded: Our enemies and concerned friends in the world think 
we will not suz:eed in some of the steps we take but, thank God, we were not 
helpless in any of the economic, political and military fronts but succeeded 
and now have achieved this success in the intelligence field. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i said: The intelligence organizations of various 
nations are usué.lly under the control of the big int2lligence organizations of 
the world, have nothing on their own or are under the influence of Western 
intelligence organizations, or are getting their training from Eastern bloc 
intelligence organizations. But in Iran a number of Hezbollah youths, without 
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having need of the experience and teachings of world-wide intelligence 
organizations, have so progressed in analyzing and assimilating events with 
care, understanding of the complicated, drive and achievement of objectives 
that they have left the most intricate world intelligence services in a daze. 


The victory of our trusted and dedicated intelligence establishment in the case 
of the recent spying and the blow struck at them as well as blows struck 
against our hidden enemies in previous cases has been merely the outcome of the 
faith of our brothers and of divine wisdom and blessing. No factor other than 
the dedication of our youth and their work resulted in the exposure and the 
striking of the telling blow against the Tudeh Party. If we are to forge ahead 
in this work as in other endeavors, we must safeguard our faith and dedication 
and do the work for God. If we do the work for other than God, we will be 
Struck. Effort must be made not to allow any ungodly stain to come upon us. 


The head of the Supreme Defense Council, referred to the fact that ‘thank God, 
we are proceeding toward a centralized intelligence organization based firmly 
on discernment and religious jurisprudence,’ adding: To be well-versed in such 
work is also ar. important and necessary condition. You must develop at all 
levels. The best Hezbollah revolutionaries and soldiers of the revolution are 
those who try to discover the method and rule of a job and act accordingly. 

The intelligence establishment must be made up of the art of knowing how to 
carry out its work, and to have a combination of faith and science. 
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LRAN 


KHOMEYNI'S 1963 UPRISING HAILED AS ‘GOD'S DAY' 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 4 Jun 83 pp l, 16 


[Text] In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. The Imam has 
named the 15th of Khordad [5 June 1963] "God's Day." God's Day can never 
belong to only one nation. It is like Ashura, which has significance for all 
nations, all generations, in all times and places, every day. "Every day is 
Ashura..." 


It is not enough to tell future generations that on 15 Khordad 1342 [5 June 
1963] the Shah's executioners invaded Imam Khomeyni's home in Qom on orders 
from America, arrested him for the crime of protesting the corrupt Pahlavi 
regime and protecting Islam, and imprisoned him in Tehran, and that as soon 

as the people all over Iran heard the news they poured into the streets and 
stood up against the dependent, oppressive, Islam-persecuting imperial regime, 
and that in this struggle 15,000 martyrs were presented to Islam. 


If these events are explained simply in these terms, there is reason enough 
for the people to honor this day every year, to march in memory of those 15,000 
martyrs in the path of Islam, and to pay their respects to the pure spirits of 
those noble warriors. The tyuth is, however, that 15 Khordad was not merely a 
day when these events took place, 15 Khordad marked a crscendo of pro-Islamic 
fervor in this nation. Yes, 15 Khordad was a turning-point in the history of 
Islam, that became a turning-point in human history when the pure blood of ics 
martyrs bore fruit. If 10 Moharram in the year 61 of the Islamic era (680 
A.D.] was the Ashura of Islam, the 15 Khordad of 1342 was also the Ashura of 
the Islamic revolution. Those 15,000 martyrs who went to meet the execu- 
tioners' bullets of the wretched imperial regime on 15 Kohrdad in reality went 
to take issue with all the oppressors who have gone against Iran, Islam, and 
the people of Iran throughout history, and went to take issue with all the 
oppression that has gone against humanity throughout the history of the world. 
Ultimately a slit must be torn in the mantle of darkness so that yearning eyes 
may see the light of dawa. Ultimately a day must come when the people will 
sacrifice themselves in order to release the path to freedom for nations from 
the clutches of imperialism; this is what the great Muslim, revolutionary 
nation of Iran did on the 15 Khordad 1342. 


Now, 20 years after the bloody events of 15 Khordad, its luminous effects have 
begun to glow. With the aid of the Iranian nation and the sacrifices of 
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15,000 Iranians, free Muslims who believe in divine authority on Earth have 
torn the black mantle of evil whose shadow was cast over the world, and the 
light of freedom has begun to shine on the people of the world. The people 

of Iran, shouting in unison with the old man of Khomeyn, have so terrorized 
the arrogant and the Satanic powers of East and West that the echoes of their 
voices have shaken the foundations of the greatest palaces of oppression in 
every corner of the world. Washington mourns that after extending its oppres- 
sive authority all over the world, it nas now been brought to its knees before 
a small but strong-willed nation. Moscow is powerless to explain how its 
largest and most complex spy network was weakened and destroyed like a 
spider's web by resourceful youths who haven't the slightest experience with 
such networks. "Indeed the spider's web is the weakest of all houses." 
[quoting the Koran] The people of Afghanistan, in the name of Islam and in 
order to keep Islam alive, have made the Red Army regret its aggression in 
various parts of their country. The people of Lebanon have turned the Great 
Satan's center for spying and plotting in Lebanon into a handful of dust; 

the people of Palestine with cries of "God is Great" and a revolutionary 
clamor, are reviving the memory of the guidance of ‘Ezz ol-Din Qassam and his 
divine companions in the mountains of Palestine and on the plains of the land 
of the divine prophets. The people of the Philippines, with the banner of 
Islam in hand, are dealing fateful blows to the American regime in power in 
that country. Khaled Islambuli and his companions rose up in the defense of 
the dear Muslim homeland in Egypt, sent the Pharaoh of Egypt to Hell, and sent 
the sounds of the Koran from the Pharoah's black pits to the ears of the 
Muslim nation and the people of the world. Waves of Islamic fervor are engulf- 
ing the Arabian Peninsula and North Africa, and the clamor of the firm cries 
of "God is Great" from the Washington Mosque is shaking the foundations of the 
Great Satan's palace. Islam is emerging as a divine ideology of liberation 
throughout the world. 


All of these things are blessings brought by the 15 Khordad, and 15 Khordad is 
one of the blessings of Hoseyn's Ashura. Fifteen Khordad, therefore, is not 
the special property of one nation, and the ownership of all Muslim nations and 
all the oppressed of the world of this "God's Day" car never be denied. 


Fifteen Khordad is the Ashura of the Islamic Revolution, just as 10 Moharram 
of the year 61 [680 A.D.] is the Ashura of Islam. Hoseyn's Ashura has its 
roots in the Koran, and its flowing spring will forever water the tree of 
Islam’ 15 Khordad has grown from the clear springs of Hoseyn's Ashura, and the 
blood of the martyrs of 15 Khordad has mixed with the blood of Hoseyn's conm- 
panions at Karbala. It is this linking of blood thit has again raised the head 
of Islam and made the people of the world come to theiy senses. The blessings 
of 15 Khordad, such as those we have seen, will never cease. The blood that 
has mixed with the blood of Hoseyn's companions is a greater miracle, a mir- 
acle that lays waste to the palace of arrogance and raises the banner of 
Mohammad (Peace be upon Him) Islam all over the world. The great Khomeyni, 
this Hoseyn of our time, will accomplish this task, if almighty God wills it, 
and through the efforts of your people who are always on the scene. In order 
to accomplish such a great task, we must make greater sacrifices than we have 
made up until now. 
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People! Your Islamic revolution is at the peak of its power. Your Islamic 
Republic is at a pinnacle of power and stability. Your enemies in the East 
and the West are in the greatest state of despair and weakness. You have 
attained all these great things through the blessings of the martyrs of the 
15 Khordad, who are true makers of history. 


Continue firmly and scrongly in the way of these dear ones, and know that the 
dawn of victory for the oppressed over the arrogant is near. 


People! As you come out of your homes on the morning of 15 Khordad, let this 
greeting and these words of praise be on your lips: 


Greetings to Mehdi (May God hasten his joyful advent), the one who will 
establish an Islamic government of justice in the world, 


Greetings to Khomeyni, the standard-bearer of the Islamic revival until the 
revolution of Mehdi (May God hasten his joyful advent), 


Greetings to the zealous combatants of Islam, trail blazers for the revolution 
of Mehdi (May God hasten his joyful advent). 


Praise be unto the martyrs of 15 Khordad, the vanguard of the great Islamic 
revival, and the partisans of Hoseyn in the Ashura of the Islamic Revolution. 


Praise be unto the martyrs of 17 Shahrivar [8 September 1978], who continued 
in the bloody path of 15 Khordad. 


Praise be unto the martyrs of Karbala, the fountain head in the first day of 
the month of the victory of blood over the sword. 


Praise be unto the prince of the martyrs of the Islamic revolution, the 
oppressed martyr Ayatollah Beheshti, and his 72 companions and affiliates, 
who affirmed the line of the vice-regency of the chief theologian. 


Praise be unto all the martyrs of the Islamic revolution, perpetuators of the 
bloody line of martyrdon. 


Praise be unto 15 Khordad, God's Day and the Ashura of that Islamic 
revolution. 
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IRAN 





TUDEH PARTY SAID TO BE IN CONTACT WITH GDR, AFGHANISTAN 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 30 May 83 p l 


[Text] Hojjat ol-Eslam Musavi Tabrizi of the Islamic Revolutionary Prosecutor's 
Office, who has been to the province of Hormozegan to inspect the public 
prosecutor's offices and prisons, expressed his views on various matters 
pertaining to the minigroups yesterday in an interview with a correspondent from 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY. 


He began by referring to the relations the leaders of the treasonous Tudeh Party 
had with the Soviet Union. He said: These spies were in contact with other 
countries, including East Germany and Afghanistan. In this regard, they met 
with Babrak Karmal and others; God willing, after a full investigation of these 
matters, this will be made known to the nation of God. 


The Islamic Revolutionary Prosecutor then discussed the response by members of 
the Tudeh Party to the prosecutor's announcement that they must report to 
specified centers to declare themselves. He said: Since the announcement was 
released, they have reported to the aforementioned centers to the extent that 

we expected. Of course, we are giving warning now that after the specified 
period of time we will treat those who fail to declare themselves as hostile 
enemies. While denying the rumor of the execution of the leaders of the disbanded 
Tudeh Party, he also said concerning the manner of their tr‘al: Some of the 
trial proceedings will be public in order to inform tv mar*yr-nurturing nation 
and the nations of the world of their crimes and treasonous acts. In conclusion, 
while expressing satisfaction with the condition of Bandar Abbas Prison, the 
Islamic Revolutionary Prosecutor called on the clergymen of the theological 
seminaries to cooperate in the teaching and training of prisoners in this area. 
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IRAN 


NVOL CLAIMS U.S. PLANNING TO FOMENT IRAN-PAKISTAN CLASHES 
TA090536 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1730 GMT 8 Jun 83 


[Unattributed commentary: "The People Will Not Allow the Blood of Their 
Sons Be Wasted" ] 


[Text] Dear compatriots: While the Islamic government has transformed the 
treacherous and [word indistinct] offensive against the true forces loyal 

to the revolution and the Iranian nation, as well as measures aimed at 
rapprochement with the West, including world-devouring America, into the 
government's current policy, the U.S. Government and its allies and dependent 
regimes, such as the Pakistani regime, are intensely active in plots against 
the Iranian revolution and people. 


Reliable sources report that according to a CIA plan talks are in process 
between Pakistani and Saudi Arabian officials, the aim of which is to 
intensify anti-Iranian activity by the Pakistani regime. The U.S. plan 

is that in addition to the imposed Iran-Iraq war, they would open other 
fronts against our homeland by means of other countries, particularly 

Saudi Arabia in the south and Pakistan in the east, so that they would 
force the leaders of the regime ruling in Iran to ‘~ ate the revolutionary 
gains of the Iranian nation even more and to get cl.ise to the west and 
America. 


Reliable sources believe that by creating border clashes between Iran and 
Pakistan, America intends to force the Iranian Government to transfer 

some of its forces from the battlefront with Iraq to the Pakistani borders. 
It is said that agreement has been reached in this connection between 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, which have very cordial relations, and that now 
they are waiting for a suitable opportunity to implement this plan by 

U.S. imperialism. 


Western observers express the opinion that the Pakistani army, from a cer- 
tain viewpoint, has great superiority over the army of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and that the Pakistani army can pose a grave danger to 
Iran's independence and existence. 


The dear compatriats are aware that the true revolutionary forces, and 
above all the Iranian Tudeh Party, have always had a realistic and critical 
stance toward the effort by officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
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establish cordial relations with Pakistan, and had warned responsible 
authorities of the Islamic Republic from establishing close relations 
with Ziaul Haq's American regime. 


Now that the rightists and the superficials in the Islamic Government have 
led the moribund Iranian revolution to the brink of destruction, and have 
rendered it as vulnerable as possible both from within and abroad, the 
friends of these gentlemen abroad, such as Ziaul Haq, by implementing the 
plot of U.S. imperialism are endeavoring by means of opening a new war 
front against the Iranian people in the east of the country to call into 
question our homeland's independence and existence, and pave the way for 
America's return to Iran and for installing a U.S. subservient regime with 
an Islamic mask. 


Reportedly the leaders of the Islamic Republic of Iran have themselves 

sensed this danger. Observers interpret the Islamic Government's measures 
aimed at. rapprochement with the West, and its insidious and treacherous 
onslaught against the true revolutionary forces, particularly the Iranian 
Tudeh Party, as a step to please the West. The delegation, headed by one 

of the ayatollahs, which has been sent by the Islamic Government to America 
with the aim of establishing cordial relations, is confirmation of this view. 


Our homeland's people are observing that the slogans "death to America and 
to imperialism" have been consigned to oblivion by the rulers, and that the 


Islamic Government has retreated 180 degrees from all its promises. However, 
these people will not allow the blood of their sons to be wasted. 
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IRAN 


U.S., USSR ASSAILED FOR ‘SUPPORTING THEIR ESPIONAGE GROUPS' 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 30 May 83 p 15 


[Text] While the attacks of Russia's propaganda klaxons on Iran have still not 
lost their intensity, terming Iran a criminal for its arrest of Moscow's 
experienced spies, the U.S. ruling circle in its extensive propaganda is 
calling for a halt to the prosecution of Zionist spies in Islamic Iran. 


According to IRNA's report, Reagan, chief of the U.S. government, has ac- 
tivated a new propaganda ploy and condemned the punishment of Baha'i spies 

in Iran. In this action Reagan represented and was incited by the Zionist 
wings ruling the United States, and no doubt sought their approval in the 
coming presidential election Minutes later this news was broadcast to the 
entire world by UPI, which was recently purchased by a Zionist Baha'i. The 
coordination and simultaneity of the U.S.'s recent propaganda with Russia's 
unprecedented propaganda effort to prove the so-called innocence of the 
Kremlin's experienced spies in Islamic Iran is extremely noteworthy. Along 
the same lines VOA, in an insulting article broadcast Wednesday night within 
the framework of Washington's official commentary, tried to pretend that the 
prosecution and punishment of Baha'i spies in Iran is only taking place due 
to their beliefs, failing to mention the concentration of Baha'i Zionists in 
Israel. No mention was made in this hot air of the position of the 

Islamic Republic, which is that the arrest of foreign spies in Islamic Iran 
includea all traitors, regardless of their party or religion. The truth is 
that the Iranian Islamic revolution from the beginning of its victory has, 

as its divine content has deemed expedient, pursued and severely dealt with 
the plotting activities of the spies of the East and West, regardless of what 
clothing they appeared in or what belief they professed, even if superficially 
Islamic. It is also clearly true that the western mass media are certainly 
controlled by Zionism and that none of the eastern-affilliated mass media are 
inclined to let the world's people know that the persons these media are 
identifying as innocent, freedom-loving philanthropists are really spies 
whose hypocritical activities, directly controlled by their Zionist masters, 
have laid the grouncwork for open and hidden crimes against humanity and 
freedom. They do not want the world to know that it is the espionage function 
of these persons in which the superpowers are interested. 


Thus world Zionism holds the responsibility of supplying all the political, 
material and propaganda resources to the Zionist Baha'i sect, whose founding 
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philosophy from the beginning was a plot against Islam, and also sketching out 
the methods of its anti-Islamic activity. It is noteworthy that the Islamic 
Palestinian land, which is under the tyrannical occupation of the Zionists, has 
been transformed into a center for the congregation, planning and guidance of 
the sect. It is also worthy of mention that last month the supporters of this 
Zionist group gathered together in Haifa in occupied Palestine under the gaze 
of the Zionists and discussed and studied the present and future state of 

the group. In this meeting it was decided that the Zionist-controlled western 
media would take on a more extensive role in anti-Islamic propaganda in order 
to exonerate its captured spies. 


It is noteworthy that the nine-member Baha'i Zionist leadership residing in 
Israel is made up of five Americans, one Englishman and one Irishman. 
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IRAN 


U.S. DIPLOMATS 'CAUTIONED' AGAINST TERRORIST ATTACKS 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 2 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] With anti-American feelings on the rise in the area, Washington has 
alerted American diplomats concerning attacks by revolutionary Muslims. It 
has told them to keep their public appearances to a minimum and increased 
security at its embassies. 


ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY - The government of the United States has advised 
its citizens in the countries of the Persian Gulf region to keep their 
appearances in public to a minimum and to inform this nation's embassies of 
any threat that they perceive. 


A report from KUWAIT NEWS AGENCY carried in the newspaper AL-WATAN contained 
an order that was recently issued for American citizens in the countries of 
the Persian Gulf region. It said: Since feelings of animosity towards 
supporters of Israel have intensified and the security of American citizens 
und diplomats in the region has been endangered, the governments of these 
countries have been asked to increase their protection of Americans. 
Americans were advised in this order to keep the doors of their homes locked 
and to travel on varied routes. 


According to another report on this document, which is being distributed to 
American ambassadors in a number of Persian Gulf countries, Americans engaged 
in various activities in the area are being warned that the dissatisfaction 

of Arab Muslims may turn into anti-American activities. AL-WATAN reports that 
this document stresses that a number of Arabs view the treaty between Israel 
and Lebanon as another Camp David, and, referring to the recent explosion at 
the American Embassy in Beirut where tens of people were killed and the Reagan 
administration's decision to send more troops to Israel, it adds that if the 
violence continues there is the possibility that this dissatisfaction will be 
directed at Americans in the region, and this is reason for concern for the 
safety of Americans in the Area. 


An American diplomat, while confirming the document, said: The American 


Embassy in Kuwait did not publish this document. Hesitantly, he said: Any 
other embassy in the area could publish such a notice. 
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The American Embassy in Bahrain denied knowledge of this document, and 
declined to comment on it. 


According to AL-WATAN, which published this document in translation from 
English to Arabic, the American embassies have advised their employees to 


avoid the local population as much as possible and to contact the embassy if 
they are threatened. 
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HOJJATIYEH EXPO CLOSED DOWN BY HEZBOLLAHIS 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 31 May 83 p 2 





[Text] After protests by a number of Hezbollahi brothers, an exposition which 
had been set up by the Hojjatiyeh Society in commemoration of the birth of the 
Imam of the Age at the Ice Palace was closed by the officials in charge. In 

a brief statement to KEY-IAN's correspondent, one of the officials in charge of 
the exposition said: An exposition was set up in Ice Palace in commemoration 
of the birth of the Imam of the Age by the Hojjatiyeh Society. On the 
evening following the Imam's birthday a number of Hezboliahi brothers came to 
the site of the exposition and demanded the closure of the exposition while 
chanting slogans against the Hojjatiyeh Society; they left the site soon there- 
after. The exposition in the course of these events; those present confined 
their activities to the chanting of slogans, and left soon thereafter. We 
ourselves immediately took steps to gather up the exposition. 


According to witnesses at the scene, slogans such as "Oh God, Oh God, protect 
Khomeyni until Mehdi's revolution," "No one can love Mehdi without loving 
Khomeyni," and "You committed treason for 20 years, you protected the Shah" 
were chanted in opposition to the holding of the exposition. 
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LRAN 


MAJLIS SPEAKER LAUDS IRP ORGAN ON 4TH ANNIV:RSARY 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 4 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] On the occasion of HOMHURI-YE ESLAMI's 4th anniversary, the newspaper's 
officials, correspondents, and employees met with Majlis Speaker Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 


Mr Massih Mohajeri, HOMHURI-YE ESLAMI's managing editor, began the meeting by 
discussing the newspaper's achievements and goals. He said: 


JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI was established as a mouthpiece for the Islamic revolution, 
and so far this newspaper has been able to take steps in that direction. Its 
contents have been varied during the past year, and financially it has taken 

a great step towards self-sufficiency by increasing its readership. 


Then Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani spoke, making reference to JOMHUR-YE ESLAMI's 
successes, which have been achieved by its committed employees and correspond- 
ents through the expenditure of great effort with limited resources. He 
said: From the time of its inception to the present, JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI has 
covered all the important political, economic, cultural, military, and secur- 
ity issues in the course of its evolution. This coverage has been purely a 
coverage of events, but this has been done with commitment and responsibility, 
and with faithfulness to a specific line and aspiration. This line has always 
followed the aspirations of the revolution's leadership and the country's 
current policies. Any fair person knows that this assessment is correct. 





The Majlis Speaker discussed JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI's role in exposing the plots 
of foreign and domestic enemies. He said: 


JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI, through the use of very good lead articles, appropriate 
headlines, guidance for the people during elections, by strengthening the 
spirit of the people when the enemy was trying to sap our nation of its 
energy, striking at the enemy, and exposing secret forces that were about to 
convey their corrupt ideas to the revolutionary rank and file, has deprived 
our enemies of peace and disgraced them. The role that this newspaper has 
played in elevating the level of thought, culture, and social and political 
information among the people will give it a place in history as a relatively 
comprehensive institution. 
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Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani spoke of JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI's movement in the direction 
of greater comprehensiveness and better style. He said: Current conditions 
are such that this newspaper can bring itself up to a very desireable inter- 
national level. It is hoped that the growth of this press organization will 
parallel that of the revolution and the Islamic Republican Party, so that it 
can play a culturally enriching role for the revolution and the Islamic 
Republican Party. 


The Majlis Speaker stressed: If there should be points of weakness in 
JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI, the people consider it their right to question all of us, 
and if the employees of this newspaper distinguish themselves, it adds 
distinction and growth to the Islamic Republican Party. 


This newspaper is licensed t. Mr Khamene'i, the President, who is the second- 
ranking individual in the nation; the newspaper must take great care not to 
permit weaknesses to reflect on the presidency, which has the confidence of 
the people. Whether we like it or not, the people view the Islamic Republican 
Party as a pillar of the revolution, because the President, the Majlis Speaker, 
and many ministers, executive officials, Friday imams, writers and scholars 
are members of this party. This party has many good people on its side, and 
such people as the martyrs Beheshti, Bahonar, the dear martyrs of the Islamic 
Republican Party's central office, and all the party's other martyrs add honor 
to the party's name. A party with so many members who have the Imam's support 
and which itself has been repeatedly supported by the Imam is connected to the 
entire revolution, and the newspaper JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI has a very heavy 
responsibility because of the revolution, its martyrs, and the martyred party 
secretary Beheshti. 


Continuing his remarks, Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani discussed the effects of 
deviation on the part of newspapers. He said: It is not easy to compensate 
for deviation in the press; the press must not carelessly elevate someone to 
prominence or damage someone's reputation. 


Our newspapers and news media must portray issues truthfully so that the 
people will believe the news. If the people do not see deliberate tampering 
with the climate of opinion and pointless rabble-rousing, and if only the 
truth is published, the greatest kind of wealth is added to the revolution. 
The most important thing is that the people come to believe and have confi- 
dence in their press because of our work. If this happens, the people will 
not listen to the news on foreign radio, and they will place their confidence 
in the truth of our news. 


Concluding his remarks, the Majlis Speaker stated that the careful observance 
of goals and work methods, the exercise of justice in the granting or denying 
of distinction to individuals, and the protection of the honor of the people 

will lead to progress in the newspapers and news media. 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTAN REPORTED TO HAVE EXPLODED NUCLEAR DEVICE 
BKO10833 Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Jun 83 p l 
[Article by R. K. Mishra] 


[Text] Pakistan has exploded a nuclear device in the range of 20 to 50 kilo- 
tons in the mountain ranges near Quetta [in Baluchistan], according to highly 
competent sources engaged in monitoring Islamabad's plan to develop an atomic 
bomb. 


The underground nuclear test carried out by Pakistan is being kept a closely 
guarded secret, these sources said. Pakistan's nuclear explosion is believed 
to have been carried out on 13 June, the first day of Ramadan--the most 
auspicious day in the Muslim calendar. 


The seismic station of the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, located at 
Gauribidnaur, near Bangalore, recoded a seismic event in Pakistan at 
080132 [as printed] hours (about 8.a.m.) on Monday, 13 June. 


The magnitude of this seismic event was assessed at around 4.5 in the Richter 
scale with the epicentre south of Quetta in the Ros Koh mountain range. 


Islamabad could have, perhaps, succeeded in concealing the fact of the 
explosion of the nuclear device if the Pakistan Government had put out a 
story that there was an earthquake in that region. But till now--more than 
10 days after the seismic event was recorded--there has been no mention of 
the occurrence of an earthquake in this region by the Pakistan radio, tele- 
vision, press or the government. 


It is known that since 1979 Pakistan has been making preparations for conduct- 
ing underground nuclear tests in the vicinity of Dalbandin in Baluchistan. 


U.S. and Soviet reconnaissance satellites are reported to have confirmed 
that tunnelling activities in the Ras Koh mountain range, south east of 
Dalbandin, have continued in 1980-81 also. 


Against this background, the seismic indication of the magnitude, recorded 
at Gauribidnaur could, according to experts, be caused only by a nuclear 
underground explosion in the 20-50 kiloton range using the Ras Koh mountain 
region as a test site. 


103 











Pakistan's latest budget, beginning 1 July, provided Rs 493 million for 
development of atomic energy. Of this, the nuclear reprocessing plant 

and the 900 MW Chashma nuclear power plant were allocated Rs 403 million 

with a foreign exchange component of Rs 38/7 million, but the planning commis- 
sion documents did not say how the money would be divided between the two. 
Since the power plant was still at the bid-tendering stage, experts had 

come to the obvious conclusion that a high proportion of the budgetary alloca- 
tion was meant for the reprocessing plant. And since Pakistan does not have 
any plutonium-based power reactors, it was not difficult to conclude that 

the plutonium obtained from the reprocessing plant would end up in the 
armaments sector. 


The Pakistan Government also allocated Ks 64 million for nuclear mineral 
survey and detailed expcertation of uranium in Dera Gazi Khan district. 


Recently, qualified U.S. observers also claimed to be in possession of incon- 
trovertible evidence that Pakistan was not only attempting to go nuclear but 
also that it was receiving valuable assistance in this regard from China. 


This led to a controversy in the U.S. Congress over the supply of sensitive 
military technology to Pakistan. Agitated over the disclosures about 
clandestine Chinese help in the latter's efforts to acquire nuclear weapons 
technology, many Congressmen apprehended that Pakistan might in return pass 
on advanced military technology to China. A U.S. Administration statement 
before a house sub-committee on foreign affairs conceded that the construc- 
tion of unsafeguarded reprocessing and enrichment facilities and ‘other 
Pakistani activities are consistent with an effort to develop a nuclear 
explosive capacity.’ 


The administration, however, tried to soft-pedal congressional opposition 
by saying that ‘Pakistan could realise this capability within the next few 
years.’ Experts say that the Pakistani underground explosion near Quetta 
shows that either the U.S. Administration deliberately misled the Congress 
or it was duped by Pakistani propaganda. Anyway, it approved massive 
supplies of modern military hardware to Pakistan. 


The U.S. Administration ignored the warning given in November last year 
that Pakistan, which was operating the Khuta Nuclear Power Plant (KANUPP) 
for one and a half years at a reduced power level could have produced 

10 to 290-kg of enriched plutonium enough for prodvcing a couple of nuclear 
bombs. Dr Hans Blix, director general of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, had said that Pakistan had accepted 'some but not all safeguards 
and unless the remaining ones were accepted the ‘agency was not in a 
position to give an assurance that spent fuel was not being diverted for 
making nuclear bombs.' 
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PAKISTAN 


MRD FAILURE TO ESTABLISH MASS MOVEMENT FOR DEMOCRACY ANALYZED 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 26 May 83 pp 17-18 


{[Article: "Why MRD Failed in Starting a Movement to Restore Democracy; We 
Are Not Honest, Admits a Left-Wing Leader"] 


[Excerpts] Why did this alliance based on the four points fail? After all, 
what circumstance and reasons have blocked its progress? The MRD platform 
has declared time and again that it will demonstrate in the streets, but it 
never took any action in this regard. Why? In answer to these questions, 

a leader of a left-wing party in the MRD said that starting a movement is 

not difficult, but why should they start it? They are afraid that the People's 
Party would come to power again; they were more oppressed during the former 
government's rule than they are now during the martial law regime. They say 
they do not want to invite trouble. They are waiting for this party to 
weaken and lose its grip. Another left-wing leader added that because of the 
atrocities committed by the former regime, their inner hatred is still strong 
and that they have not forgotten the agony they suffered during that era. 

Why should we start a movement he said, to bring this party to power again? 
Our hearts are not light. We have not rid ourselves of our spite against 

the PPP. Even today we fear that the People's Party might win in the next 
elections. We will not start any movement until we are sure of PPP's defeat. 
4Aceording to a right-wing leader, people are tired of PNA [Pakistan National 
Alliance] and need time to regain their strength. Another reason given by him 
for inactivity is the affluence caused by the foreign exchange earned by 
Pakistanis working in Arab countries. People have become apathetic to the 
problems of the country because of this false sense of improvement in the 
standard of living. The unrest and concern among people required for such a 
movement are missing. According to the leaders of a large party in the MRD, 
Pakistan is not China or Vietnam. The army rules here and this army is con- 
sidered one of the best in the world for its effective organization. They say 
that common movement can confront this army. Facing this army in the streets 
is an idle notion. Only the military government can take action to establish 
democratic rule; the politicians are in no position to do anything in this 
regard. Under the peaceful exterior an exploding situation is developing in 
the term of the younger generation, which has not excercised its right to vote 
for the past 6 years. It has not experienced a democratic system and the 
healthy atmosphere conductive to open debate. The younger generation, lacking 
practical political training, is naive about politics, it therefore is unable 
to nurture any healthy political climate. Instead, it will only indulge in 
subversive politics. 
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President Zia's public relations campaign has given a new twist to this scenerio. 
People's zeal in Sind and Gujranwala was worth seeing. Welcome addresses were 
presented to him at these meetings. Some of these addresses were presented by 
those "friends of the people" who were elected in the recent municipal elec- 
tions. For this gesture on their part, they were punished exemplarily by 
expulsion from their parties. Other "friends of the people" who participated 
in these meetings were also suspended from party membership. The parties in 
MRD were waiting for these developments, i.e., expulsions and disciplinary 
actions, to take place. Nonetheless, if this trend [of cooperation by the 
[elected] local councillors with the authorities] continues, perhaps the MRD 
parties themselves sould reconsider their programs and goals. Their rethink- 
ing will not benefit MRD much, however, because it may turn out to be irrele- 
vant in the context of the future political scene in the country when a new 
generation of politicians takes over. [As far as the fate of the older genera- 
tion of MRD leadership is concerned], so long as there is dictatorship in the 
country, the old guard of MRD will keep on accepting jails, detentions, expul- 
sion from provinces and bans on political gatherings. On occasion [members 

of this old guard, that is], people like Shaikh Rasheed and Mairaj Mohammad 
Khan, who participated in the former government, and the disgruntled Khwaja 
Khairuddin will achieve or feel a measure of success and self-importance 
through some event like a joint procession of the Shia and Sunni sects which 
they will be able to organize. 
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PAKISTAN 


BENAZIR BHUTTO'S ANTI-PAKISTANI STATEMENT CRITICIZED 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 26 May 83 p 5 
[Editorial by Zahid Malik: "So Said the 'Daughter of Pakistan'"] 


[Text] The widely circulated Karachi newspaper AMN carried a very disgusting 
news item in its 9 May issue. Its reproduction here is tantamount to hatred 
for and insult to our country and its founder. We do, however, want our 
readers to read what the "daughter of Pakistan", who wants to rule them and 
is a claimant for power, says about Pakistan and its founder: 


New Delhi--Benazir Bhutto, daughter of the late Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, has challenged 
General Zia's declaration that the ideology of Pakistan 

is based on Islamic principles. Appearing as a witness 

in the Jam Saqi case in a military court in Karachi, she 
said that there never was any danger to Islam in undivided 
India. Hindus and Muslims had complete freedom and their 
temples, mosques and religious rites were never tampered 
with. She reminded the court that most of the maulanas 

in India had opposed the idea of establishment of Pakistan 
and some of them called Pakistan "Kafiristan" [country of 
infidels] and Qua'd-e Azam "Dafir-e Azam" [Infidel the 
Great]. 


Our first reaction on reading this disturbing piece of news was that either 
it was baseless or a distortion ofher statement in the Jam Saqi case by 
Indian newspapers. We thought that the lady or her followers would refute 
this statement atributed to her. But they never did! 


It is beyond our imagination that any person can spew out such poison against 
Pakistan and we were wrong in refusing to believe in the authenticity of this 
news item. It is evident that there are people or groups in Pakistan who are 
still bent on proving that the establishment of Pakistan was a mistake and 
that "Muslims had complete freedom in India before Partition." 


Our country is very unlucky in that we have among us persons belonging to the 


tribe of this "daughter of Pakistan" who are thankless and opportunitsts 
and who believe that they alone have the right to this country and that the 
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rule should pass from hand to hand in their own family. They lost power 
because of their mistakes, stupidity and high-handedness, and then they 
declare: "This country is doomed now," or "Indira Ghandhi's government 
would be better than this one." We do not want to comment on these India- 
lovers who hate Pakistan but love to rule it, because God has sealed their 
hearts and they wiil meet their fate. We would, however, ask our present 
rulers why anyone talking against the martial law is flogged and why those 
who call Quaid-e Azam an infidel are let go? Is this justice? 


We would also like to appeal to the Pakistani press, the religious scholars 
and other patriotic circles to strongly condemn this nonsense from the 
“daughter of Pakistan." Pakistan is not the name of a piece of land; instead 
it represents a way of life and an ideology. If people who attack this 
ideology are not stopped, God and history will hold us responsible for being 
a part to this crime. 
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PAKISTAN 


RATIONALE FOR RENAMING URDU 'PAKISTANI' DERIDED 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 26 May 83 p 36 


[Article by Prof Rashad Khan: "Should National Language Be Called Urdu or 
"Pakistani'?"] 


[Excerpts] The reasons given for changing the name of Urdu are extremely 
flimsy and baselsss. An in-depth analysis shows that these reasons are 
illogical. One argument for this view is that the word "Urdu" does not 

imply that it is Pakistani and it therefore sounds strange. But for this, 
they would not have wanted to change the neme "Urdu". The same people also 
say that when they go abroad and are questioned about their national language, 
their patriotic feelings are hurt. These people think that respect for Pakis- 
tan in other countri2s depends on the name of its language alone. The name 
Urdu would ruin respect for Pakistan. Changing "Urdu" to "Pakistanti" would 
glorify Pakistan's name! 


Will merely, changing the name Urdu to Pakistani increase our political, social, 
economic, cultural and military importance in the world? Will our language 
become world-famous because of this one decision? Will the people concerned 
change their opinion about Pakistan just because the name of our language is 
changed? Can changing the name Urdu to Pakistani make it a living language 

of a vigorous nation? If the answer to these questions is yes, then these 
people are suffering from vain imagination and self-delusion and are grossly 
mistaken. 


Clothes are for covering the body and are important as long as they serve 

this purpose; otherwise, they are just discarable rags. Similarly, a language 
is used to communicate ideas, feelings and perceptions. Will these attributes 
of Urdu increase if we call it Pakistani? If yes, we support the name change. 
However, this is not true. 


The attempts to change the name of Urdu are being made in the name of national 
unity. A better way to maintain national unity would be to encourage the use 
of regional languages in addition to promoting Urdu. Vocabulary from regional 
languages as well as everyday idioms should be included in Urdu. This would 
give birth to a true Pakistani Urdu which would fulfill our national communica- 
tion needs and encourage cultural development. People will develop comprehen- 
sion of regional and national problems better. This is a basic prerequisite 
for building national unity. Urdu does not need a change of name. What it 
needs is its proper place in Pakistan. 
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